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a broken line, or curved line, will meet 
- gigantic fact which stares Congress in the 
that we must feed our Army, and use the 
a by inereasing our railroad facili- 


Thy 


face 
a ans to do SO 
eS this place to the outside world. 
a must increase these any where, most of all 
* ald we increase them between this and the 
: + commercial metropolis of the nation, Now 
from this general consideration to the spe- 
the bill before us. 


gre al 
| turn 
cific one, 
~ Mr. MORR ‘ 
: f obstructions by reason of ice. I wish 
whether that will be remedied in the 
future if this bill is passed? In other words, is 
che obstruction on eitherof the roads inthis bill ? 

Vir. GARFIELD. 
nosed new road, for the construction of which the 
‘elect committee on that subject has prepared a 
ill, will be on a line above tide-water, where all 
the streams can be permanently bridged, thereby 
svuiding the ice, and completely answering the 
syestion Which the gentleman raises. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. I repeat the ques- 
whether the interruption is upon either of 
ese roads under consideration? 
Mr.GARFIELD. I have thus far, as I said 
before, only discussed the general question. 

Mr. MORRIS, of New York. ow will this 
hill remove the grievance of which he has spoken? 

Mr.GARFIELD. Will the gentleman please 
have patience? I have thus far only elaborated 
the fact that we are miserably and notoriously 
deficient in means of communication between this 
city and New York; and now, as a necessary co- 
rollary to that, anything we can do to increase the 
facilities between this and that place will be agen- 
eral help to the necessities of transportation. 

The Legislature of New Jersey has done what 
perhaps it had the right to do. I do not inter- 
fere with that, and Ido not ask this House to 
egislate for New Jersey, but forthe Union. That 
State made an arrangement that there should be 
arailroad between New York and Philadelphia, 
and placed limitations and restrictions in the char- 
ter of that road. It provided that no other road 
should do the through business between those two 
points. Now that is the only point with which 
we have to deal here. Suppose New Jersey had 
made a law that there should never be any rail- 
road through her territory. If she were isolated 
like Florida she probably might have made such 
a law without wrong to her sister States, and it 
could not have been considered an interference 
with general commerce between the States. 

But, Lask, gentlemen, if New Jersey, located 
as sie is, had passed such a.law, would any of 
you deny the right of the General Government to 
order or permit the construction of a road across 
that State for the general good of the country? 
Let us take a stronger case. There is one State 
nthe Union that cuts the Union in two, and that 
is the State of New York. Its northern boundary 
touches the British dominions, and its southern 
voundary touches the sea. It is the only land 
communication between New England and the 
West. Suppose that New York should decree 
that there should be no railroads forever within 
her limits; then no man in New England could 
reach the West except by the sea or through a 
foreign country. 

Now, suppose that instead of such alawas that 
she should have enacted that there should be but 
one railroad across her territory, but one high- 


1. 
spears ' 


to inquire 


on, 


th 


way between New England and the West, and | 


Suppose that that road could do but three fourths 
of the required business; [ ask df that would not 
® precisely the same as though New York should 
eeree that one fourth of all the necessary busi- 
— between New England and the West should 
oe be done; if she would not thus destroy one 
ourth of all the commerce between New England 


rahe West. And I ask any gentleman if, in 


give the rights of New England and the West a || 
t 


— on this floor, and if he would not feel it 
our duty to override that decision of New 


I will answer that the pro- | 


event, he would not consider it our duty to | 


~ 


: Pennsylvania politics, no small-talk about an | 


And if || 


IS,of New York. The gentleman || 
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York, and determine that free course should be | 
given to the commerce between the great West | 
and the New England States. It seems to me | 
that no sane man can doubt it. 

A precisely similar thing has been done by the | 
State of New Jersey. [tis true she does not span | 
the continent; it is true she does not reach from | 


the ocean to Canada; butshe does lie exactly be- || 


tween the two great cities which are the political 
and commercial centers of this country, and it 
happens to be in her power, if we do not exercise 
a superior power, to say that there shall be no 
road, or that there shall be but one road used be- 
tween those two great cities. 

Now, she has chosen not to dothe former, not 
to interdict all roads, but to do the latter, namely, 


| to say that there shall be no commerce between 





Washington and New York beyond whatone road 
isable and willing todo. Who will deny that this 
is pro tanto an interdiction of commerce—a decis- | 
ion that all the surplas business over and above 
what the Camden and Amboy road can do shall 
not be done atall? Ig¢thereis one pound of freight 
ever offered for transportation over thatroad more | 
than it can carry, and carry promptly,then I tell | 
you that New j 
that that pound of freight shall not be carried by 
railroad across her territory. She has absolutely 
interdicted it. Itis tomeet this very urgency that 
the power of this Congress is now invoked 
Now, whatconstitutional powers do we possess 
in this behalf? If gentlemen will take time to read 
the very able report of my colleague on the Mili- 
tary Committee, the gentleman from Connecticut, 
[Mr. ne they will see that five distinct 
times has the Congress of the United States af- 
firmed and exercised this right to establish mili- | 
tary and post roads, and to regulate commerce be- 
tween the States in the way of opening roads or 
permitting the opening of roads and bridges—five 
clear and well defined cases. And not only so, 
but on one memorable occasion which is fresh in 
all our recollections, the Congress of the United 
States actually annulled a decision of the Supreme 
Court of the United States upon this question, 
The Supreme Court declared the Wheeling bridge 





structure a public nuisance; decided that itexisted | 


without sufficient warrant of law and should be 


| removed. 


Immediately on the rendering of that decision 
by the Supreme Court this Congress passed a 


| law declaring that structure alawtul one and part 


of a post road, any law of any State or decisions | 


of any court to the contrary notwithstanding, 
Will the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
3ROOMALL,| who has just taken his seat, claim 
that this was an indignity to the Supreme Court? 
He says that the legislation proposed here is an in- 


dignity tothe Legislature and the judiciary of New | 


Jersey. Well, New Jersey has risen very high 
in her dignity if the Congress of the United States 


has done five times before. If New Jersey is in- 
sulted by this legislation, what will the gentleman 
say of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
whose edict was at once revoked by the Congress | 
of the United States? I know of no power on 
earth that should possess more ‘dignity than the 
sovereignty of the American people in Congress 
assembled. I know of no body politic, corpo- 
rate, or national, that can be insulted by the legit- 
imate and constitutional action of this body. 
Mr. BROOMALL. Thegentleman iscertainly 
mistaken in supposing that | claimed the want of 
power in Congress to make such enactments, or 
that I stated that the dignity of the State of New 
Jersey would be insulted. I claimed no dignity 


| for New Jersey and denied no power to Congress; , 


1 merely denied the policy of amending New Jer- 
sey legislation by act of Congress, 

Mr. GARFIELD. If the gentleman’s state- 
ment of his own position be correct—and of course 
I accept it, but | distinctly understood him oth- 


| erwise—I do not agree with him that we should 


never interfere and amend things that are wrong. 
I take it to be our special duty here to do justice, 
and if any of the powers that be have done injus- 


| which 
can interfere with her dignity by legislating as it || 


Y JOHN C. RIVES, WASHINGTON, D. 


Jersey hasdecided by solemn law || 
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tice to correct that injustice either by amending 
or abrogating their action. lam very glad that 
the gentleman has taken away all suspicion that 
he denies the power of Congress to legislate on 
this subject. 

Now, what are the factsin relation to this New 
Jersey railroad? Thatit isa complete and aweep- 
ing monopoly no man candeny. Thatithas paid 
the revenues and expenses of the State of New 
Jersey for many years has been proven on this 
floor beyond any doubt. Nota dollar of tax for 
the current expenses of the government of New 
Jersey has been levied for years until this war 
began. ‘The Camden and Amboy Railroad Com- 
pany has paid $2,600,000 since it received its char- 
ter into the treasury of the State of New Jersey. 
And that hasbeen collected, not on the local busi- 
ness of the New Jersey people, buton the through 
| business from Philadelphia to New York, nine 

tenths of which was collected from men who were 
not eciuzens of New Jersey. Diseuise it under 
any color you please, New Jers y *s taxes have 
bye en paid by ci1uzens of other States, The gzOovV- 
| ernment of the State of New Jersey has been 
sustained by citizens of Pennsylvania, of New 
York, of the West, and of New England, and not 
by her own ettizens. It is very true that if any 
man in the interior of New Jersey chanced to go 
over to Philadelphia, and buy his ticket to New 
York, he paid his ten cents tax to the State; but 


| itis also true that if he had staid inside his own 


border he would have had to pay less per mile to 
ride over the road than he would have been charged 
|}asa through passenger. This has been a crying 
shame in the eyes of the people of the country. 
Men of justice and equity have condemned it ev- 
erywhere. | say it without any ill-feeling toward 
New Jersey orher people. Ithas broughta cloud 
over the fair fame of New Jersey which, if | were 
a Representative from that State, | should be the 
| first to desire to see removed, 
| Now, what is the purpose of the bill before ua? 
A line of road has been constructed from the Rar- 
itan bay to Philadelphia, or rather to the middle 
of the stream opposite to Philade Iphia, The su- 
preme courtof New Jersey has decided, first, that 
that road is a legal structure. Puta point there, 
Let that be noted. jut the court has also de- 
clared that although the road is a legal structure, 
no man in Philadelphia can ride over it to New 
York: that no freight from Philadelphia can be 
| carried over it to the city of New York. The 
court has sealed up the two ends of the road. K 
| has sealed it at the middle of the river opposite 
| Philadelphia. It has sealed it at high-water mark 
on the Raritan bay. 

Now, what is asked of Congress? We are 
asked to commence on the State line and unseal 
one end of the road. And we are asked to go to 
high-water mark, at the boundary of the ocean, 

is under our exclusive jurisdiction, and 
unseal the other end of the canal That is what 
| we are asked to do. 
| But 1 am informed that the morning hour has 
| expired. I have but a few words more to add, 
which | shal! submit when the consideration of 
this bill is resumed. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state before 
the House proceeds to other busine ss, that in the 
remark made by him seme minutes since as to 
this bill coming up on Tuesday next, he was 
mistaken in this respect. The Chair now recol- 
lects that by unanimous consent, some days ago, 
permission was given to the Comimittee on Naval 
Affairs to occupy the morning hour of Tuesday 
and Wednesday next with their reports. Unless 
therefore the Naval Committee shall have com- 
pleted their reports before the expiration of the 
morning hour on Wednesday, this bill will come 
up in order on Thursday of next week in the 
morning hour. 


MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 

Mr. FENTON. Lrise toa privileged question. 
| I present the report of the committee of confer- 
| ence on the Military Academy appropriation bill, 

The report was read. It statcs that after full 
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and free conference the committee recommend to 
their respective Houses that the House of Rep- 
resentatives recede from their amendment to the 


fourth ame ndmenut of the 


se nate, and agree to lue 
same with an amendment, striking out from th: 

uid arm Senate from line six to 
line fourteen inclusive; and that the Senate agree 
to the said amendment. 

Mr. FENTON. ‘Theeffect of thisamendment 
is to strike out the last portion of section five, by 
which, as adopted by the Senate, the President 
is authorized to appoint cadets to the Military 
Academy for districts not now represented in 
Coneress. 


of the 


ndim«e rit 


The House amendment to that portion of the 
Senate amendment was to strike out that which 


{[ have referred to, and to insert “that for one 
year from the Ist of January nextan additional 
cadet for each district may be appoints ad, aS now 
provided for by law 

‘There are now about two hundred and ninety 


cadets at the Military Academy. If the amend- 
ment of the House should prevail it would add to 
the number now there, as 1 understand, about 
one hundred and ninety, making the whole num- 
ber at the Academy about five hundred. 

Now, there are not accommodations sufficient 
in the Academy for over three hundred and ninety 
or four hundred cadets, and this being the fact, 
the amendment of the House was rendered inad- 
missible. The proposition then recurred upon 
the amendment of the Senute to allow the Presi- 
dent to fill up the vacancies for districts not rep- 
resented To this the committee 
upon the part of the House did not agree; and it 
was agreed upon the part of the conterecs of both 
the louse and the Senate to entirely strike out 
that portion of the amendment ofthe Senate, which 
leaves the law asit now stands without any alter- 
ation oramendment, [demand the previous ques- 
tion upon the adoption of the report, 

Mr. STEVENS. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman a question, if he will withdraw the demand 
for the previous question for that purpose. 

Mr. FENTON. I will, certainly. 

Mr. STEVENS. I want to know whether 
some power in this Government, without any 
law, has not been appointing a large number of 
cadets, and if so, whether that cannot be reme- 
died, and whether it is remedied by this report. 

Mr. FENTON. ' 
port. ‘The law, if the report of the committee of 
conference be adopted, will not be changed inany 
respect in regard to the authority of members of 
Congress or others to appoint cadets to the Mili- 
tary Academy, nor will the number authorized 
be Increase d. 


‘ 
in Congress. 


During the last year or two—to answer the ques- 
tion of the gentleman fully—there have been inall, 
I believe, forty-seven or forty-eight appointments 


made tothe Military Academy in addition to those || 


appointed in the manner heretofore practiced. I 


It is not remedied by this re- | 


was informed by a Senator who ts very conversant | 
with this subject that the additional number was | 


forty-seven; but General Totten’s report shows 


that sixty*two have been appointed by the Pres- | 


ident and Secretary of War other than those ap- 
pointed in the ordinary way through the members 
of Congress, 

Mr.SVEVENS. WhatI desire now to know 
is, by what authority they were appointed, under 
what law, 

Mr. PIKE. 


pomted them 


The Secretary of War simply ap- 


Mr. STEVENS. Then it was without any law | 


at all? 

Mr. FENTON. The honorable gentleman is 
a better lawyer than Lam, and if he is in doubt 
a# to the authority or construction of law it is in 
vain for me to attempt to explain. 

Mr. WILSON. wish to know whether the 
appointments made by the President and Secre- 
tary of War are of persons residing in the districts 
in which the members have failed to make nom- 
nations. I believe the law requires that at least 
w be done. 

Mr, FENTON. They are not, except, | be- 
lieve, in three or four instances. Most of those 
whe have been appointed in the manner I referred 
to have been taken from the Army in the field on 
the recommendation to the President by corps 
commanders. I understand that twenty-seven 
appointed in this way were sent from the army of 
the West under the recommendation of General 


Sherman and other officers in General Grant’s 
command. There were three from the army of 
the Potomac, and others from different divisions 
of the army on the Atlantic coast, making in all, 
as I am informed, forty-seven. 

I demand the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the 
gentleman from New York to withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question, 

Mr. FENTON. I withdraw it to hear what 
the gentleman has to say. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
stand, the latter portion of section five has been 
stricken out. 

Mr. FENTON. That is so. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That will 
leave the first part, which provides that no por- 
tion of the money hereby appropriated shall be 
appli d tothe support of any cadet not appoint d 
in conformity with law. 

Mr. FENTON. The effect of that portion of 
the Senate amendment which ts leftis this: many 
appointments have hitherto been made notin con- 
formity with the express provision of law, and 
under the amendment that cannot be done here- 
after. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
isan answer to the inquiry of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. Iam glad that it is in the bill and 
is likely to become law, so as to prevent illegal 
appointments in the future. 

Mr. FENTON. Whatever has been done 
heretofore the matter will be right hereafter. I 
renew the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof the report was adopted. 

Mr. FENTON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the report was adopted; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


SPEAKER'S TABLE. 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the House proceed 
to the consideration of the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The business upon the Speaker’s table was 


| taken up and acted uponas indicated below. 





ape 
VAS. 


PAY OF ARMY OFFIC 


Amendments of the Senate to House bill No, 
302, to amend section nine of an act approved 
July 17, 1862, entitled **An act to define the pay 
and emoluments of certain officers of the Army, 
and for other purposes;’’ which were referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

CONVENTION WITH ECUADOR. 

Senate amendment to House bill No. 341, to 
carry into effect the convention with Ecuador for 
the mutual adjustment of claims. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is brief, 
and, if there be no objection, will be acted on now. 

There was no objection; and the amendment 
was read, as follows: 

Surike out *¢ $3,500” and insert “ $3,000;*’ so that it will 
read: 

That, for the purpose’of carrying into effect the conven- 


| tlon with Ecuador tor the mutual adjustment of claims, 


signed at Quito, on the 25th of November, 1862, the com- 
missioner to be appointed by the President of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, 


shall be allowed a compensation, in full for his services, of || 


$3,000, and ten dollars a day in commutation of traveling 


As Lunder- | 


That, then, 








expenses for the time actually and necessarily occupied in | 


going from the place of his residence to Guayaquil and re- 


| turning to his home after the termination of his duties. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
COLUMBIA INSTITUTION, 
An act (S. No. 163) to authorize the Columbia 
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind 
to confer decrees; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time, and referred to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia. 


STEAM FIRE-ENGINE, 


An act (S. No. 168) providing for the purchase 
of a steam fire-engine; which was read a firstand 
second time, and referred to the Committee for 
the District of Columbia. 


SUMMARY TRIAL OF MINOR OFFENSES. 


An act (S. No. 52) to provide for the summary 
trial of minor offenses against the laws of the Uni- 


ted States; which was read a first and second |! 


| 


Nikky CONGRESSLONAL GLOBE. 


| 


| Gas-Light Company of the District of Co! 
| which was read a first and second ti 











} 


| time, and referred to the Comm 


| the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


in the conquered territory of the confederate States 
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. ittee on the J 
cary. : 


METROPOLITAN RAILROAD COMPANY 
An act (S. No. 54) to incorpo; 


politan Railroad Company in the Dist; 
lumbia; which was read a first and s, 
and referred to the Committee { 


: | for the Dis: 
Columbia. 


Me 


ENLISTMENTS, 

An act (S. No. 151) relating to enlistn, 
for other purposes; which.was read a firs: 
second time, and referred to the C, 
Military Affairs. 

UNION GAS-LIGIT COMPANY. 
An act (S. No. 155) to incorporate the J, 


nts, 


sINMAtles 


p / te. and 
ferred to the Committee for the District of ¢ 


bia. 
INDIAN AFFAIRS IN CALIFORNIA 
An act (S. No. 80) to provide for thy 
ganization of Indian affairs in California: 
was read a first and second time, and retery, 


Deller 


Mw 


WAR COMMITTEF EXPENSES, 
Joint resolution (S. No. 37) for the paymen: 


of expenses incurred by the committee ¢, 


| conduct of the war; which was read a first ap) 
second time, and referred to the Committe 


Ways and Means. 
CONFEDERATE STATES, 
A bill (H. R. No. 118) to abolish certa 


ws 


and to prescribe terms of their admission into tie 
Union. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
table for the present. 

There was no objection, and it was so ordered 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

Mr. DAWES asked for indefinite Jeaye of ah. 
sence, 

There was no objection, and leave was grant 


Let that bill lie upon the 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that the rules bes 
pended, and that the House resolve itself i: 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Uni 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House resolved itself into the Commit 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr: 
BRANDEGEE in the chair,) and resumed tu 
sideration of the special order, being Hous: 
No. 333, to provide a national currency, secured 
by a pledge of United States stocks, and to provide 
for the circulation and redemption thereof. 

The second section of the bill was read, as fol- 
lows: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the Comptroller 
of the Currency, with the approval of the Sceretary of te 
Treasury, shall devise a seal, with suitable inscript 
for his office, a description of which, with a certificate of 
approval by the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, shall be filedia 
the office of the Secretary of State with an impression (here 
of, which shall thereupon become the seal of office ot the 
Comptroller of the Currency, and the same may be renewed 
when necessary. Every certificate, assignment, ane con 
veyance executed by the Comptroller, in pursuance of any 
authority conferred on him by law, and sealed with lis sea! 
of office, shall be received in evide nee in all places aud 
courts whatsoever; and all copies of papers tu the om 
of the Comptroller, certitied by him and authenticate 
the said seal, shall in all cases be evidence equally 4 
like manner as the original. An impression of su 
directly on the paper shall be as valid as if made on Wal 
or wafer, 


Mr. PRUYN. Idesire to call attention to te 
latter part of this section, and to inquire whether 
the provision is pavennnee or not, [believe it's 
the practice of all the Departments to Impress 
their seals directly upon the paper or instrame’ 
used. It seems tome that if we adopt this cious’ 
we shall throw a doubt upon the validity of suc 
practice. If this special authority ts need dw 
should make it, but if it is not we ought no! 
adopt this latter clause. er 

Mr. BROOKS. 1 hope the House wit! exe 
me for the presumption of rising to address 
upon a matter so differing as this bill docs I 
the usual pursuits and studies of my life; | 
important is this proposed change of Ue curre’™: 
of the whole country,and so alarming is (hist 
fer of the control of that currency from the 5& 
which have hitherto held it in custody »ow 





) 


X- 


Cecrees 
Willing 
" these 
Alas! 
When 
Stitul 
0 

In the 
Useful 
tol fo 








mn the 


uered, 


Ol ab- 


ise Vill 
ecured 
rovide 


2 
as 10i- 


yptroiler 





e filedia 
on ihere- 


ce Ol he 





ce of any 
la huis seal 
aces aud 
he ofiee 
icated OY 
iV and 

such seal 
e on wal 
yn to the 
whether 
eve itis 
impress 
trument 
is clause 
of suct 
eded 


it not. 


| excust 
idress \ 
ws fr mM 
p; bul se 
surrency 
11s Urals 
he Stales 


now es 


ively to the G svernment of the United States, 


e he consequt nt transfer ofall legislation upon 
. ‘from the capitals of the different States 
«Union here tothis the city of Washington— 
eanital of the country—that presump- 

emay be, feannot refrain from discharg- 

vy duty to the vreat commercial me tropolis 

: king interests that { in part represent. 

e. 1 say, the House will moreover excuse 


ie presumption in which [ seem to indulge 
sine also to come into conflict with the 
- of the honorable gentleman from Mas- 
its, {Mr. Hoorer,} who has given so much 
» attention, and study, and who has had so 
sich experience in all matters relating to the 
mney, currency, and banking of the country. 
~ Put the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 
vg will forgive me if I differ with him in opin- 
7 -quse in defense of that difference of opinion 


« 


ty 


7 y yer 
) 


{am abl 


no small degre e, by the books or pamphlets he 
wo Si is 4 


himself has written, and thus I had become a 
humble pupil, with a deference to his principles 
of banking and cut reney, from which he will now 
«J at difiealtto uneducateme. One of the books 
pamphlets Which the honorable gentleman has 


shed [have now in my hand, and another I 
Love in my library at home,and which [ regret I 
have not here to-day for our common edification. 
These books, I need not say to those who have 
ead them, differ altogether from the new light and 
new lessons which in his speech of yesterday he 


to say | was educated in his school, in | 


introduced for the consideration of the House and | 


forthe instruction of the country. The honorable 

eman bas hitherto been a hard money man, 

istof the hardest kind, as wellasa State bank 
manof the strictest and straitest school, whereas 
now he turns up here, to my knowledge for the 
first time, as an advocate of irredeemable paper 
money, not only from the necessity of the case, 
put for irredeemable paper money, as a thing per 
se desirable or indispensable in the existing state 
; es, and that paper money to be tssued 


tin commercial centers or capitals, but exclu- 


sively here in the political capital of the United 
Siates. 
Sir, the honorable gentleman is the organ of the 
ttee which introduced this bill before the 
House—a bill of some fifty pages in length, and 
ving in it sixty-four sections. The three best 


of Uiose sections,in my humble judgment, are the | 


{ last: section sixty-four, which reserves to 
us the power and the right atany time to amend, 

,orrepeal the aet; section sixty-three, which 
exempts one of the banks of the State of New 


York—the Bank of Commerce—from the personal | 


ity provision of this act, and which takes 


that bank practically out of the act—a provision | 


excellent in itself, but defective in that it leaves | 
the other forty-nine banks of the city of New | 
York wholly subject to the provisions of the bill; | 


and the sixty-second section, considered by me 
as the very best, because it repeals in toto the 
banking law of 1863, and thus condemns it as 
unendurable after only the trial of a single year. 
Hence! pronounce these last three sections of the 
bill bethe very best; one, because it reserves tous 
therighttoalter, repeal; another, because it estab- 
usies the preeedent of exempting one State bank 
i New York; and the third because it repeals an 
act only a year old, and thereby comes before the 
Country confessedly acknowledging that the legis- 
tition of that year was hasty, unwise, unendur- 
c, and necessary to be repealed after the expe- 
rence Of only a single year. 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. Hooper] was pleased to say in his speech 
that the State banks had outlived their useful- 
ss." L regretted to hear such a remark from 
‘© Honorable gentleman, but I suppose I must 
accept his remark as the opinion of a large num- 
ber of members of this House, who have not only 
decreed the doom of the State banks, but are 
_ ing to use his strong language, and hence say 
a banks have outlived their usefulness.”’ 
AMS+ we have reached a period in our history 
when too many of our State rights and State 
‘sittations have, in the opinion. of too many 
/ outlived theirusefulness. The State courts, 
ne fa euasment of too many, have outlived their 
webse mae and hence the legislation of this Cap- 
or two or three years past, has been vio- 
lently directed to take from the States not onl 
the eo f oe hal ; y 
ontrol of their legislation, but the control 


Une 


| of their judiciary, and to transfer the power, 


| authority, dignity, the common law of the coun 


| the United States; 


try, and the adjudications upon that common 


law, from the States of this Union to the Gov- 
ernmentof the U | States here in this enpital. 
Other State institutions have also * outlived their 
usefulness.”? The State militia, which hither- 


to has been the great defender of th 


| richts of 
the States and of the United States, our gallant 
countrymen having up to this period alwaysral- 
hed and prot 


| their ceuntry;the State militia 
have outlived the 


ir usefulness, and by a decree of 
these many people, the State militia ts abolished, 
and the whole military power of this country is 
now transferred from the States to the Federal 
Government. State institutions of all kinds, in- 
deed, if not already abolished, are in the process 
of being abolished. Why, what do we witness 
here in this Hallnow? Day after day we hear 
speakers on this Hoor advocating the transfer of 
State internal improvements from the States to 
and these State internal im- 
provements are about to be transferred, or threat- 
ened to be transferred, from the capitals of the 
States, such as Augusta and Albany and India- 
napolis and Harrisburg to the Halls of this Cap- 
itol. Indeed, we are called upon bere practically 
to incorporate State railroads, and to take from 
the authorities of the States the power over their 
internal improvements, when that power has been 
hitherto legitimately and beautifully exercised by 
them in the creation of the most wonderful sys- 
tem of internal improvements ever exhibited ‘by 
any country whatsoever on the face of the earth. 

The time is coming, if this process of legisla- 
tion is to go on, when [ expect to see discussed 
in this Hall the propriety of a street railroad in 
Chicago or Springfield, Illinois; in Albany, or in 


| Augusta, Maine; in Lexington, Kentucky, or in 


Milwaukee or San Francisco;-or the propriety of 
a railroad on Broadway, or of a ’cross-town rail- 
road in New York; and when the lobbies and 
galleries of this Capitol shall be unable to hold 
the swarming thousands who will come here to 
press upon this Congress the adjudication of all 
matters whatsoever, not only appertaining to the 
States but tothe municipalities in the States. State 
authority, State dignity, State power, if not al- 
ready gone, are going. ‘They are held up at auc- 
tion, as it were, in this Capitol, the auctioneer 
erying “Going! going!’’ alas! under the ham- 
mer, soon to be **gone!’? We hear now for 
the first time in the history of the country that 
State banks, the successful creations of the States 
of this Union ever since the creation of the Bank 
of North America at Philadelphia—that * State 
banks have outlived their usefulness!”’ That is 
authoritatively pronounced here, and we are in- 
voked to take from the States, from the capitals 
of the States, from the representatives of the States 
in those capitals, all authority whatsoever over 
their own State banks,and to vest that authority 
here in Washington, in the President of the United 
States or his Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sir, | am opposed to this whole scheme for 
trampling down the States and of reducing them 
to mere municipalities or corporations. | have 
never been in my political position an ultra States 
rights man, Educated in the old Whig school 


in the middle position of the Democracy and of 


those who were the upholders of States rights in 


the South, my politics have been medium poli- 


tics; but here isa system of Federal centraliza- 


| tion and consolidation never dreamed of by Alex- 


ander Hamilton, and never ventured to be uttered 
by any of the monarchist framers of the Consti- 
tution In any part of the debates which resulted 
in the promulgation of that Constitution in 1787, 

Mr. HOOPER. I would like to ask the gen- 
tleman from New York how many State banks 


there were in 1787? 


Mr. BROOKS. I thank the honorable gentie- 
man for recalling to my mind that period and that 


|; era, 


Sir, when in 1780 from excessive issues of pa- 
per Continental money, that species of currency 
was becoming comparatively worthless, and when 
the credit of the country was at its lowest ebb, 
Robert Morris and a few associates started a bank 
in Philadelphia, the principal object of which was 
tu supply the army of Washington with rations 


| and withrum. Congress pledged the faith of the 


United States to reimburse and indemnify them. 


| The bank then established and which afterwards, 
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|| notes redeemable in gold and silver? 


kK 
4e 


in April, 1782, was chartered by the State of Penn- 
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sylvania, was no mere paper money bank, such 
as the honorabl gentieman from Massachusi i's 
would now by hundreds create, buta hard money 
bank whose notes were redeemable, not in Cont- 
nental paper but in gold and silver, and this, toe, 
in the darkest period of the American Revolution, 
The name of the bank thus created was the Bank of 
North America; and that bank, that specie-pa ying 
bank, the offspring of the financial genius of Rob- 
ert Morris, it was, that next to the military genius 
of Washington successfully carried us through 
the Revolution. The crisis of 1776, 1780, 1781, 
and 1782 developed great minds and great men 
worthy of the era, Washington improvised ar- 
mies, and Robert Morris improvised credit and 
capital, and with more than the power of the al- 


| chemist converted them into gold and silver. Sir, 


1 never speak of that great man, Robert Morris, 
but with reverence, if not with awe. Oh! that 
now we had such a man in the administration 
of the Government, who could look above and 
through these mists of miserable delusion, these 
paper legal tenders and interest-bearing Treasury 
notes, made legal tenders, into the pure mines of 
silver and gold. Oh! that some Robert Mortis in 
the midst of this our civil war, in 1864, would 
arise as In 1782 and rescue us from ‘Treasury 
notes, but another name forthe Continental money 
of the Revolution of 1783! Nay, why should 
| not the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
aspire to the immortal fame of Robert Morris, 
and instead of littering the land with paper banka, 
as he now proposes in his bill, establish in lieu 
| thereof some Bank of North America to issue 
And now, 
with the recollection of that Bank of North Amer- 
ica before him, a State bank, too, will the hon- 
orable gentleman insist upon it thatall State banks 
have outlived their usefulness ? 

Sut | must proceed with the course of my re- 
marks, from which I have been diverted by the 
inquiry, of what State banks there were during 

| and at the close of the Revolution. The honor- 
able gentleman from Massachusetts has such au- 
thority and weight with this House that lam not 
disposed to stand altogether on my own arguments 
in replying to his remark that State banks could 
not have carried us through the existing crisis; that 
| if they had attempted it they would have failed, 
| and that, therefore, it becomes necessary to sub- 
stitute banks in the States under the Washing- 
ton Government independent of the States, in lieu 
of the bank legislation that springs from the cap- 
itals of the States. Or, in other words, the States 
having failed with their papee money, the Federal 
Government alone can do what the States have 
failed to do, that is, provide paper money te carry 
on the war, as if paper manufactured or printed 
| asmoney in Washington was better than if printed 
| in New York, Philadelphia, or Boston, Now, in 
| replying to the allegationthat the State banks could 
not,even with lederal coéperation, have success- 
fully carried us through the money crisis, | stand 
not altogether on my authority. [hold a pam- 
phletin my hand written by the representative man 
of a great class of financiers in this country— 
a man who bears the honored name of Gallatin, 
the son of Albert Gallattn—in which he says, in 
substance, that in his opinion if Mr. Chase had 
not misused the $170,000,000 of gold which he 
withdrew from the State banks, if he had admin- 
istered the finances of the country as they had 
been hitherto administered by Secretaries of the 
‘Treasury ,the State banks could have gonethrough 
the crisis, successfully administering this Gev- 
}ernment as a hard money Government to carry 
on a hard money war. This is the opinion of 
James Gallatin, whose authority T can safely off- 
| set ev to the high authority of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. I might add in corrobora- 
tion the names of many other distinguished finan- 
ciers. 
3ut the honorable gentleman from Masgachu- 
| setts indulges—if he will permit me to use the word 
in no offensive sense, but there is no other in our 
language which characterizes it—in many errors, 
errors too often repeated in this House 


, und too 
often repeated elsewhere , and which must be met 
here as often as they are repeated. One of his 

| errors is that there is but $400,000,000 of paper 

currency in circulation, No error can be more 
| deceptive, no error more ruinous; foras currency 
| is the measure of prices, of the wages of labor, 





‘+ Cy 
et 


ea Moree 





ci 


and of the value of all property, itis the firstduty 


of the statesman and lawgiver to understand, and 
exactly understand, what 1s the basis of all this 
prop riy, that is, what the amount and char- 
acter of the currency. Of late, and only of late, 
we have been enabled to obtain from the Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury monthly and semi-monthly state- 


ments of his issue of paper and of his curret VY» 


ilthough the law has bee n from the veginning that 


he should publish such statemements, which are of 
ince to all menin thee 
st espe cially to all business men. 
in my hand the 
by which it app 
up to that day, in 


ay 
Now, let me no 


the highest import ountry, 
Il hold 


il statement of March 15, 
urs that there had been 


but rie 
offic! 
issued, 
temporary loans, $47,207,040. 
t be told that these temporary 
not currency, because, substantially, 
irrency. I call the attention of the hon- 
orable geutleman from Massachusetts to the fact 
that ‘in my own city of New York, on Moi lay 
last, when the statement of the learing-house was 
made, there appeare d to be $13,000,000 of these 
temporary loa pareneey in the trans- 

actions of the clearing-house, used in the settle- 

ments of the banks as currency, and no doubt 

they are used elsewhere as currency just as they 

are used in New York. 

Phere had been issued on the 15th of March 
in United States Treasury notes $449,073,616— 
$49,073,616 of United States Treasury notes be- 
yond what the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts says is the currency of the country, 
which he set down as only $400,000,000. ‘There 
had been issued on that day, of fractional cur- 
rency, $19,173,320. Ofthe new Treasury notes, 
which the Secretary of the Treasury has the au- 
thority to issue to the amount of §400,000,000, 
there was issued on the 15th of March, in one- 
year Treasury notes, $14,600,000; in two-year | 
Treasury notes, $115,531,441. Of certificates of | 
indebtedness there had been issued on that day 


loans are 


they are 


8 acling as 


$134,098,000. The table, therefore, of currency 
issued March 15, 1864, stands thus: 

Temporary 10an.... svocvesccvesscccccccsece $47,207,545 
United States Treasury notes............- -« 449,073,616 
PUOCCIORG GUIVOIIOT oo 00 oc 000ss cacccsesesces 19,173,320 
interest-bearing ‘Treasury notes........ seeees 130,131,441 


$645,585,922 
Add certificates of indebtedness 134,098,000 


$779 ,683,922 


“et me here, before passing from this subject, 
call the attention of the House to some kindred 
facts. ‘The publicdebt of the United States was 
on the Ist of March $1,513,291,042; on the 15th 
of March, $1,580,201,744. ‘The increase has been 
$83,296,592 in fifteen days! The items of increase 
have been as follows: 


Two-year legal tenders ee eeee es $20,079,383 
One-year legal tenders............ o00086 veges 8,740,000 


EO UPOINED CUTE a 50h.0s s0n0sc cocnueases anes 27,600 
Five per cent. certificates at ten days......... 7,018,626 
Unpaid arrearages.............00. os ccvece sees 39,640,416 

Total... crove Oe peer rece cccseenecceses cece Ot0,906,125 


Of this increase, in round numbers 430,000,000 
has been in Seeroeeys or $2,000,000 per day, and 
if all the claims on the Government had been paid 
the increase would have been $40,000,000 more. 

Sir, these are facts that need no comment. They 
point of themselves irresistibly to the great paper | 
gulf into which we are drifting. The Government 
(March 15) had a paper currency of $645,585,922, 
without the certificates of indebtedness, often act- 
ing as currency, but with them $779,683,922 in all. 
Sir, no Government on earth, no people can long 
swim and not sink in such fathomless depths of | 
paper money acting as currency. The rise in 
gold, as well as the rise in beef, pork, &c., the 
strikes of laborers for higher wages, are all terrible 
admonitions to the Administration of the Govern- 
ment of the bottomless pits they are digging to bury 
up the industry and the property of the country. 

Now, the honorable gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts and those engaged with him in this bill 
propose--what? To stop,to pause? Oh! no, but 
to go on with this expansion of the currency, and 
to add under this bill $300,000,000 more, making i] 
in all $1,000,000,000 in currency! Sir, | was 
about to make a remark upon a currency, thus 
running beyond the Randreds of millions into the |! 
billion, but I forbear, as figures and facts them- || 
selves, even if silent, are the most eloquent and || 
eignifieant commentators 


| 
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| John Law. 


| poor as rich asthe rich. 
| beyond our exports; and the looms of Lyons 


| satisfy our Juxurious tastes. 


: = 
The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts | 


will go with me further, because he is on record 
as going with me further, in his publications, that 
there are many other species of currency besides 
those | have described in the tables I have been 
giving. And I have not, only the authority of | 
the honorable gentleman, but | have also the au- 
thority of Hon. Albert Gallatin, the second great 
financ f our country, given in a work which 
ied in 1830 in order to defend before the | 
country the then United States Bank. In that 
ook he speaks of many kinds of currency, and 
among them of bank notes and bank deposits. 


The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts in 


( 
he pul lis] 





his own work, to which I have alluded and which | 
[ now hold in my hand, admits that bank depos- | 
its are to be considered as curreney,so that he js | 
on record with Albert Gallatin in support of this | 


proposition, that not only bank notes but bank 
deposits, as well as bank drafts, bank accept- 
ances, and bills of exchange, are all included in 
the currency of a country, So that upon the act- 
ual basis, as it now exists, of the currency of the 
country, an extension is already going beyond the 
powers of arithmetical calculation to describe it; 
which can only be well understood in the formu- 
las of algebra. 

Now, sir, the effect of such an enormous ex- 
pansion of the currency is seen, shown, and felt 
on all sides of us. I call-the attention of hon- 
orable gentlemen to the statements of the clearing- 
house in New York; and there is no fact which 
shows more significantly this gigantic increase In 
the exchanges and the currency than these reports 
of the clearing-house in New York. The reports 
for ten years prior to the close of 1861 show that 
the average daily clearances in the clearing-house 
in New York were only $22,000,000 a day, while 
for aconsiderable period of time recently, the clear- 
ances of the banks in the city of New York have 
reached an.average of $115,000,000 a day, and on 
Monday last, as shown by the bank tables pub- 
lished in the papers, the clearances in the city that 


| day ran up to the enormous sum of $146,000,000; 


so that since the commencement of the issue of 
this paper currency authorized by Congress the 
increase of daily clearances has run from twenty- 
two millions up to one hundred and forty-six mil- 
lions on Monday last. ‘The consequence is that 
in the revelry and intoxication of speculators and 


speculations, the country exhibits a spectacle 


never before exhibited on earth since the days of 
John Law. Wall street now, in its numerous 
boards of brokeys, in its gold board, its mining 
boards, &c., is just as wild as was the famous Rue 
Quincampoiz. No ee nor pencil can picture, even, 
the scenes there ¢ 

were notlong enough for men to enrich themselves, 


when the increase came by thousands, perhaps, | 
| the hour, the fury is prolonged till late in the night 


at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, in the upper part of 
the city. 


saw before, notin the South Sea bubble, certainly, 
nor even inthe Mississippi bubble of the famous 
The rage of 1836 in our own coun- 


OBE. \ 
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The honorable gentleman from Massach,,.... 
also is pleased to tell us that his $490 000.6 ~ 
currency was issued without cost to . wn of 
thatis, that this $400,000,000 of legal tender 
goes floating in and outof the Tr asury, w - . 
without cost to the peoy le orto the redit os } 
of the country. Nothing is more illusiye: yo 4, 
laration could have been more erron: ous is a 
ception could have been more fatal to i nhi:. 
credit or to the public confidence than an idea " 
this, so often repeated here and elsewhere 

Let us look for one moment at the effec 


r 


t 


| the ae debt of the country. The Giro 
the United States on the 15th March, 1864 v ' 
v » Was 


| stead of being sixty-twoand a half per cent 


aily exhibited; and as if day | 





Such an exhibition, I say, of daily and | 
now of nightly speculation the world, [ think,never | 


try, nor of any other period in our history, has | 


equaled it. The Continental money speculations 
of 1780-81, when paper was as five hundred to 
one of gold, and when $200,000,000 of old Con- 


2 ° . ‘Ss 
tinental notes were in the agonies and throes of 


their expiration, were nothing like what we now 


see. We exhibit the amazing spectacle, orrather | 
the amazing delusion, of growing richer and richer | 


the more we consume of life and property by war; | 


and we reason or seem to reason that warisa 





$1,510,201,774. Now, sir, had this debt beg cor 
tracted upon a specie basis, estimating gold at : 
value of sixty-twoand a half per cent. premia, 7 
it would have been, on the 15th March, 1864. oni. 
$943,876,109; which would have been a gayino: 
the United States of $566,325,665. 


But gold, iN. 
5 , 3 pre- 
mium, stood yesterday in the New York marke: 
at sixty-six and sixty-seven. So then the Goy. 
ernment has lost, by the transfer from gold to pg. 
per currency, about six hundred millions, |f yw. 
do not appreciate that fact now, we shall whey the 
debt as well as the interest comes to be paid s 
gold. There would, I repeat, have been that saving 
if the country had continued under a hard money 
currency. . 

I wish to call the attention of the honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts to the exceedino 
loss to the country by the issue of his $400,000, 00 
of paper currency in the great increase of prices 
that it has effected. I hold in my hand a table of 
prices in December last, and found in the Decem. 
ber report of the Secretary of the Treasury, show- 
ing the increase in a number of articles necessary 
in this war, which I ask the Clerk to read, be. 


| cause it will be better heard and be better under- 


stood if read at the desk than by myself, 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Prices of December, 1860. 1863, 
Flour, per barrel.......... $4 75 to $4 85 $7 4510 g7 
Oats, per bushel........... S37to 38 ey 
Corn, per bushel...... cove CZto CF 1M 18 


Coffee, Rio, per pound..... 


13 to 14 Nto B 
Gunpowder, rifle, per twen- 


ty-five pounds..... Scccee 525 72%t0 79 
| Iron, English bar, per ton..42 00 to 43 00 72 S01 
Lead, pig, per cwt..... eos» SO2to 570 9 5Nto 96 


divine institution to make the rich richer and the | 


We go on importing far 


cannot weave silks and satins and tapestry costly 
enough for us, nor the cashmeres of India now 
The china of Dres- 
den nor of Prague nor of Sévres, nor the figured 
carpets of Aubusson, appease us; while the world 
toake out as upon a people ina mad-house, who, 
in the midst of all the horrors of a civil war, strip 
themselves of their precious metals to put the pro- 
ceeds upon their backs or in their boudoirs or buf- 


| fets. The man, orset of men, who expands the cur- | 


Pork, prime, per barrel.....11 50 to 12 00 = 12 001012 2% 


” 


Beef, mess, per barrel...... 5 00to 525 5 00to 70 
Butter, per pound......... I15to Ql Bto wW 
Salt, Turk’s Island, per 

bushel...... be eeshehnse - to @ 5 
Soap, brown, per pound.... 5 to 8 10} 
Teas, Souchong, perpound 31 to 22 60to =f 
Average price for the thirteen articles above named 

in December, 1860.... ..ccccccccescececesscsers $6 00 


Average price for the thirteen articles above named 

in December, 1863... . esc csccsccceecveces cee Go & 
Average percentage of increase of prices, 63} per cent. 

Mr. BROOKS. It will be observed that the twota- 
bles of debt and prices nearly correspond. Thein- 
crease in the premium of gold is about the increase 
in the price of these articles. So as the currency 
has been inflated the price of these leading articles 
has been inflated also, and the Government has be- 
come so much the more debtor to the capitalists 
who loaned the money to buy these articles attheir 


|| inflated prices than it would have been if it had 


issued no legal tender as gold, but had doneits 
business actually in gold. 

The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
was also pleased to say thata war like this coudnol 
be carried on without paper money. I am indis- 
nosed altogether to assent to that proposition. 
1ave shown from the authority of Mr. Gallatin, 
and I could show from the authority of a hundred 


| . . ° . ie yy } 
|| as distinguished financiers, that this war could 


rency of his country up to or beyond $700,000,000 |, 
is responsible for all this, and the man, or the set of || 
men, who would add on our currency $300,000,000 |; 


more, is responsible more, for all eyes now are 
wide open to the fatal consequences 


! 


| : hout 
| have been carried onasa hard money war without 


the suspension of specie payment. The history 
of the world, too, shows that it could have been 
done. I call the attention of the House and the 
country to the fact thatat this moment inone thir 
of the territory of this nation, from the Rocky 
mountains to the Pacific, and up and down the 
Pacific slope, paper currency has not been per 
mitted to exist. California and the surrounding 
region hasa hard money currency. ‘That peop’ 
discharge all the functions of their business iD 
gold, which is the only currency. — The higher 
law of gold thus operates over one third of the te 
ritory of the Republic. Ay, in full one third ex- 


° . p c 
| ists hard money currency. The people there ar 


c itleman 
as much at war as we are, and yet the gent!’ m 
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from Massachusetts says that war could not be car-— 
rom sas 


.4 on without paper money when it is carried on 
-_ without 1 now. ‘ 
her ii his attention again to the fact that the 
i= laa of our Revolution were carried on 
; qo) money. The war was carried on with 
7” money until 1780 or 1781; but in April, 
al in Philadelphia, Continental money stood 
40 130 to 1, (gold,) and in May as 220 to 1, when 
the bubble burst, and the whole $200,000,000 is- 
sued went down. The peace of 1783 was, under 
Robert Morris, acting through the Bank of North 
America, a hard money triumph as well as a tri- 
ymph of liberty. The closing glorious scenes of the 
Ri yolution wereallatriumph of hard money,when 


/nor with any branch of the State government, 


Continental money was not worth the paper it was | 


printed upon. 
r. sn, Inthe early period of the Revolution, when 
On. 5 


So it was in the French Revolu- | 


the wild men of that Revolution ruled and were | 
destroying and devouring each other, when des- | 


potism was installed in every place and liberty || 


thrown down everywhere, the days of Danton, 
of Marat, and Robespierre, then paper assignats 
were spread far and wide. ‘chen was the era of 
French paper money, and of great financiers in 
assignatsand mandats. ‘Then paper money was le- 
val tender, and forced upon people in all parts of 
France. There were issued in all forty-five mil- 
liards of assignats—that is, forty-five milliards in 
francs, equivalent in our money to $9,000,000,000; 
but long before this wild issue their imaginary 
valueeven had blown up. The French people 
lost everything, not only the liberty for which 
they had struggled, but their property too. In 
the midst of that downfall and overthrow there 
arose in France, not a genius of peace, like Rob- 


|} soever but paper. 


| 


| 
i 


ert Morris, who, in his specie-paying bank, | 


evoked order out of chaos, but a genius of war, 
who, sword in hand, cutaway from paper money, 
and evoked order out of chaos by the splendor 
and the terror of hisarms. That man was Napo- 
leon. He brushed ont of existence at once the 
whole system of paper money, assignats and man- 
dats, and down they went at his bidding. Gold 
was the money of Napoleon; hard money was 
the foundation upon which he stood the imperial 
guard of France; and the paper chaos of Marat 
and Danton and Robespierre fled at once, while 
the imperial eagles were planted upon the palaces 
of Potsdam in Prussia, the overhanging hills of 
Dresden, the beautiful Schoenbrunn of Austria, 
and the Kremlin of Moscow. Gold and the 
guard were the companions of Napoleon from the 
Tuileries up tothe day when he wasstricken down 
in battle by the combined Powers of Europe upon 
the bloody field of Waterloo; and then he went 


tinental money, nor in Treasur 
the golden eagle in his soldiers’ or his marshals’ 
pockets, and with the golden record: ‘*I found 


1 


| don. 


rance ruined in assignats and mandats; I stood | 


her up upon a platform of gold.”’ 

So, too, in the 
Was hota paper money war. None of the banks 
of the United States suspended specie pay ment in 
that war until six months before the treaty of 
peace ; and, if 1 am correct in my recollection, the 


| some other occasion. 


ye of 1812. The war of 1812 | 


banks of Massachusetts never, during the war | 


of 1812, refused to discharge their obligations in 
specie, at least the banks of Boston. That is my 
impression, that is my belief; I have so read, and 
Ithink I am right. T 

sachusetts nods assent, and | hope the example 
of his illustrious State will tempt him to invoke 
order out of this existing chaos, and reéstablish 
ston as the golden hub of the universe by mak- 


ing gold and silver the basis of money there and 
everywhere, 


Mr. BOUTWELL. I would inquire of the 


gentleman whether he refers to the same Massa- 
chusetts of whi 


Other day? 


he gentleman from Mas- || 


Mr. BROOKS. Disparagingly! I thought I i 


exalted Massachusetts, certainly the 


Massachusetts, to the skies. I bow to 
setts. One 
this bill, a 


State intro 


assachu- 
gentleman from that State introduced 


duced the freedmen’s bill the other day; 
i that whatever Massachusetts ordains is 


aw, and hence I bow to the power of Massa- | 
1 acknowledge her sovereignty; Lam | 


Chusetts, 


the victim of her will and her ordinamces, and I 
4m prepared to obey. 


ell, now, what is the remedy of the honor- 


ower of | 


nd another gentleman from the same | 


‘| Great Britain are, with exceptions certainly, butin 


| me that. 


| paid $100,000,000 of it in coin; and about the time | 


|| mark, it would lead to another half hour’s discus- 
down not buried in paper assignats, nor in Con- | 


notes, but with | all my allotted hour’s time. 


able gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hooper) 
in the existing order of things? Why, he and his 
friends tell us they have only introduced the New 
York system of free banking, and have limited 
the capital to §300,000,000. I answer that the | 
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New York system, under the superintendence of || 


the banking department, is kept distinct from the | 
treasury throughout, not entangled at all in it as 
inthis bill. It is an isolated department, not con- 
nected with the Executive or treasurer of the State, 


but isa separate and distinct department through- 
out, free from interference or control, save by law 
formally enacted, through all the branches of the 
State government; and such I hope will be the 
character of this bill before we get through with it. 

This system differs in another great respect 
from the New York systeni. Thatis based upon 
redemption in gold and silver, and only in gold 
and silver, while the system of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts is based upon paper, 
exclusively upon paper, and upon nothing what- 


Mr.STEVENS. Are the banks of New York 
redeeming their notes in gold? 

Mr. BROOKS. I knew the gentleman was 
going sarcastically to ask me that question, for I 
had heard him in the Congress preceding indulge 
in the same sarcasm. But I am disposed to 
answer him. They would redeem in gold had 
not the party which the honorable gentleman leads 
declared by law paper to be the equivalent to gold. 
(Mr. Stevens then seemingly preparing to ask 
another question.} And now he is going to ask 
me if they did not suspend specie payment be- 
fore the legal-tender act. [Laughter. } 

Mr. STEVENS. That seems to follow. 

Mr. BROOKS. I knew he was going to ask 
The New York banks would have been 
compelled to redeem their notes in gold and silver, 
or to go into liquidation long before this period, 
if the Government of the United States had not 
interfered and enacted that with a Treasury note 
worth only about sixty cents on the dollar the full 
dollar of obligation could be legally discharged. 
We should have done our duty in New York—we 
have done our duty hitherto—and long before this 
we would have driven all these banks into liquid- 
ation if they had not redeemed in gold. 

Mr.STEVENS. If l remember correctly, the 
New York banks took the $150,000,000 loan and | 





of the meeting of Congress refused to pay the 
other $50,000,000 in coin, and paid it in currency. 
Mr. BROOKS. If I were to answer that re- 


sion, and upon an irrelevant matter, and consume 
Mr. STEVENS. I beg the gentleman’s par- 

I withdraw the suggestion. [Laughter.] 

Mr. BROOKS. Then | will avail myself of 


The honorable gentleman from Massachusetts 
was also pleased to refer, in the course of his re- 


league (Mr. Fernanpo Woop] as if in justifica- 
tion of the system of debt and finance which ex- 


| ists in Great Britain, and therefore directly, not 


by implication, to justify this country in fillow- 
ing the system of finance which has been adopted 
in Great Britain. The remarks of my colleague 
bear no such implications; but let that pass. 
Now, sir, in my judgment, no more fatal step 
could ever be taken, than in matters of debt and | 


finance to hold up to the people of the United | 
States the example of Great Britain as an exam- 


ple for us to imitate or to follow. I speak not withe | 
out observation with my own eyes, and I speak | 
by the authority of books too, when I say that | 


| while England is nominally the freest country in 
ch he spoke so disparagingly the || 


Europe, if not now in the world, a systeia of so- 
cial slavery and of labor slavery exists there 
worse than in any part of continental Europe 
south of Russia. The people of England are more | 
ground down by taxation and poverty and mis- 
ery and social slavery than almost any other peo- 
ple in Europe. A native-born American, if he 
hasnot a title or a million of money, finds it next 
to impossible to live in freedom, ease, and happi- 
ness among the people of Great Britain, unless he 
is willing to bea pariah among a privileged class. 
Their manufacturing population, their laborers, 





|| less it may bein some parts of Greece or ‘ 








i} 
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a great part, the most miserable and degraded of 
laborers that exist anywhere in Europe, Russia 
excepted, or on the confines of Europe—I was 
about to add in Ezypt or upon the shores of the 
Mediterranean, The immense debt of Great Brit- 
ain, the consequent enormous taxation, the classes 
of society it has created, from the high-up rich to 
the down-trodden poor, are, or ought to be, bea- 
cons of terror forevery American to affright him 
from her whole financial system. 

Look at England, and Ireland too; read of 
them in the books; go into the manufacturing dis 
tricts or the collieries of England; walk from the 
Hebrides, or the Highlands, then throughout 
Yorkshire and Lancashire, or throughout Great 
gritain generally, and you will find that more 
poverty, more misery, more human degradation 
exists among laborers there than in Austria, or 
France, or Prussia, or anywhere in Europe, un- 

Pode 
in Europe, or possibly in some parts of Russia; 
and all this is the result of their debt and the ne- 
cessary imposition of high taxes to support it, 


| and the consequent oligarchy of capital and of 
| aristocracy of title torule in coéperation with that 


oligarchy over the great masses of the people. 

Sir, | know this js not the day nor the hour to 
speak irreverently of any man or set of men who 
are exalted now to apinnacle of glory as the great 
paper financiers of our country. Ido not expeet 
a verdict this day or in this House; but I know 
what will be the verdictofhereafter. I know be- 
cause I have read history; and it is a logical in- 
ference from what has been that the same causes 
are certain to produce the same effectsagain. John 
Law, the author of the Mississippi bubble, at 
one time stood in France upon the very topmost 
round of human elevation. A Scotchman and a 
Protestant, he was adopted by the French nation, 
a Catholic people, as a son and child of that na- 
tion, and for his successful financiering lifted up 
from obscurity to be the greatest man in all France. 
3ut he had to fly from France as an exile to save 
his life, driven away in the dark hours of the 
night; and that was the end of one paper money 
financier. 

Sir, in my own day I have seen Nicholas Bid- 
dle on Wall street surrounded by the richest men 
in New York and the neighboring cities, hoping 


| for a smile on his face, bowing to him with ven- 


eration, observing his motions, and trembling be- 
fore his frown, watching the very movements of 
his eye for the rise or fall in their prosperity. 
Millions and millions were supposed to depend 
upon the will and caprice or knowledge of Nich- 
olas Biddle; and if I, on Wall street, in 1836 or 
1837, had spoken of his paper money system that 
he was then creating as | now speak of this of 


\|| Mr. Chase, another successful financier, I should 


| not have been treated there with half the decorum 
| that I am treated with in this House now in de- 





| to earn his bread by the sweat of his face. 
marks, to some observations of my honorable col- | 


nouncing the existing paper money system. 
Labor is labor. Work is work. Man is made 
There 
is no other meansof legitimately earning support 
for life. Gold is omnipotent, next to God, here 
onearth. Itis ‘‘a higher jlaw,”’ and far above all 
human legislation. No military power can reach 
it, no military necessity, no military prennys no 
gold bills of this House or of any other legislative 
body. Gold is majesty, high enthroned above 
king or emperor or czar or kaiser, and imperi- 
ously ruling both over kings and men, Gold onl 
is money, and there is no other money but gold. 
Nevertheless, | tell the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts and his friends here, | bow now on thia 
bill, as I have bowed before, to the majesty of 
Massachusetts in this House, when Massachu- 
setts ordainsthe law. Icomprehend that this bill, 
or the substance of it, is to be the law; and hence 
I wish generously to coéperate with him in good 
faith in bettering the bill as much as lies in my 
power. I wish, therefore, to call his attention, 
and the attention of his friends, to a few of what 


| I deem the deficiencies of some of the provisions 


of this bill even to carry out the purposes he de- 
sires, 

Let it be remembered, first, that there is not 
provided in this bill the uniform currency which 
the gentleman from Massachusetts promises. 


| Instead of providing here by law, as the Comp- 


troller of the Treasury advises, one place only for 


their peasants, the whole class of workmen in || the redemption of the $300,000,000 of currency 


i} about to be issued, the bill provides ten places, 
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Louis, hien 


sceabe'e St. zo, 
Or! in: , Cincinnati, Baltimors Phila 
B , New York, and San Fr 
t e | es the gis teity of > I" 

ris New Orlear Wi ( f 
Richniond are reannexed to the | ! IL tr 

meday will be, Cha ' IR l 

Vili ft ke twelve place of redemption for t s 
currency. ‘There is not, there cannot be, any uni- 
form curreney inthis way. The broke and thi 
money-changers willevery where soon be shaving 


a discordant and distant 
that. The New York 
that in the great mone- 
in the city of New 


the people under such 
system of redemption a: 
banking system provides 
tary c apital ofthe country, 


York. or in Albany, not far from it, the issues of 
the State banka shall be redeemed. a under this 
bill, a bank established at Yonker 3 N ew York, 
within a few milea of the city of Ne: w York, can 
make i: notes redeemable in San Francisco or 
New Or ins, Under such asyvstem as that there 
canna ea uniform currency of course, 

Ir. HOOPER. ‘The gentleman will allow me 
to say that it must be with the consent of the 
Comptroller of the Treasury. 

Mr. BROOKS. Yes: but 1 suppose that the 
Com ler of the Tre sury vill be ewuided 

weir Pequest, 

Mr. LLOOPER. What I want to call the atten- 
tion of the gentleman to is the provision in the 
bill that eagh bank shall select a bank in one of 
the cities named, at which toredeem, and that the 
relection must be approve d by the Comptroller of 
the Treasury. 

Mr. BROOKS, Well, that is better; but twelve 


different and distant place s of redemption, and 
only one of them the monctary center, 
auniform currency. 


cannot give 
There is no way to create 
auniiorm currence yin this countr y excepton some 
such system as the old United States Bank had, 
whi re its branch issues were re de “emed by othe r 
brane hes, and in that way created a uniformity, 
or else by compelling all the banks to redeem in 
New + ork. The only way to have a uniform cur- 
rency is to strike out these twelve different and 
distant places of rede mption, and to redeem all in 
the vreat monetat y capital, the city of New You k, 
or, if you please, in Boston and Philadelphia in 
addition, in closec ontiguity to that monetary cap- 
ital, and but parts 6 All other 
‘uniform currency’ in the hour of trial will be 
found to exist only in n ime, never in reality, and 
to become by and by the merest mocke ry. 

I now call the attention of the House, too, to 
another great change made by this bill: that 
is, the abolition in subst: ince of the independent 
Treasury of the United § 
that which was and is a 


id parce Is of it. 


tates, 
pride and honor of the 
Democratic party, and w hie h successfully forced 
itself on the approbation of even the old Whig 
party, and that was the abstraction of the public 
money from the banks of the country and the 
creation of an independent Treasury, which was 
alone to hold that money. This bill in one of its 
menene changes, alters, overthrows all this, and 
gives he whole public money of thee ountry to 
that ‘one of new banks which 
here. The pet bank system is a part of the in- 
glorious history of ourcountry. Every one who 
reads the history of 1836-37-38 knows what a 
fatal history that was. Every one knows what 
broods of new banks sprang up only to receive 
the deposits of the Secretary of the Treasury ; 
banks with almost unpronounceable names, and in 
towns and cities often Known only onthe paper on 
which the lots were engraved. Read the corre- 
spond: nce of Levi Woodbury, the then Secret: ry 
of the Treasury, with the then banks all about the 
country. The record is one as comic in chicane ry 
and fraud as it was tr: agic to some of the best prop- 
erty interests of the country. Read of the amount 
of mone y lost. Read there the report of Secretary 
Guthrie, in 1856-57, which states that after all 
his labor to collect the public money from those 
banks there was at thattime of unavailable funds 

1,609,072. Millions upon millions will now be 
ost if again we recede and return to the exploded 
pet bank system of 1836-37. 

I object to this system, too, because it has not 
made these pet banks pay the cost of the transfer 
of the public money, but the transfer is to be paid 
by the United States. Under the old United States 
Bank, when money in New Orleans in the bank 
was to be transferred to New York, to Portland, 


is to be created 


the overthrow of 


THE 


CONGRES 


orto St Louis, the cost of the transfer had to be 
paid by the bank; bat under this bill the differ- 
‘ f x ‘ s may rise I Is to be met 
l ry ol U: d i , and t} 
ey eofthet er of the funds of the publ 
t y isto be at the cost of the United States 
I ! ry If erefore, this system of banking 
to be persisted in | hopethe honorable gentleman 
from Massachusetts will amend the bill inthat par- 
ticular, and give us at least as rood a system of 
transfer as Mr. Biddle gave the country in 1830 | 


an d 12° 6. 

1 object, too, that this system is calculated to 
lead to corruption and is already leading to cor- 
ruption of the worst kind. In my own city, New 
York, it is known to eve ry man connected with 
the banks that no sooner does the Secre tary of the 
Treasury deposit a large sum of money in a pet 
bank than that pet bank goes to the sub-Treas- 
urer and invests in the five per cent. te mporary 
loan; or,in other words, the public money belong- 


ing to the Government deposited in the banks 
without interest is lent to that very Government 
at an interest of five percent. If the honorable 


rentlieman from M Sa will give his atten- 


tion to the subject a 

the five, six, Or seven tate d thor isands of “the 
public money have alt ey been thus deposite d 
in certain Seti or ihe ty of New York, and that 
justsuch deposits now Sir, no Gov- 
ernment, no } eople » can ead this, thus fe eding 
upon itself— 

{Here the hammer fel I] 

Mr. HOOPER. I wish before the gentleman 
from New York sits down to call his attention to 
a fact in regard to the Bank of North America, 
which he claims is aState bank. I find,on looking 
over the documental history of the Bank of the 
United States, that**the Bank of North America, 
which was the precursor of that of the United 
States, was first incorporated in 1781 by an ordi- 
nance of the American Congress;”’ although I 
think afterwards that same bank was changed to 
a State bank and acted under a charter from the 
State of Pennsylvania. 
referred to the high authority of Robert Morris 
at that time, I should like to read him one of the 
resolutions introduced into Congress on the 26th 
of May, 1781. It is as follows: 

* Resolved, That it be recommended tothe several States, 
by proper laws for that purpose, to provide that no other 
bank or bankers shall be permitted within the said States 
respectively during the war.’’ 


nd make inquiry he will find 


} 


sare oiling on. 


One other single extract from this history. It 
seems that during the third session of the First 
Congress, on the 4th of December, 1790, a very 
elaborate report was made by Alexander Hamil- 
ton, showing that the gentleman was correct in 
saying that the Bank of North America becamea 
State bank. In that report it says 

‘The directors of this bank on belialf of their constitu- 
ents have opted and acted under a new charter from 
the State of Pennsylvania, matertally variant from their 
original and which so narrows the foundation of the 
institution as to render itan incompetent busis forthe exten 
sive purposes of a national bank.” 

Mr. KERNAN. If no other gentleman desires 
to make remarks at this time, as I will be com- 
pelled to leave the city this afternoon to visit my 
family, I will take this occasion of calling the at- 
tention of the House to one or twoe onsiderations 
in respect to this bill. 

! do not propose to discuss the general subject 


since ace 


one, 


of the currency of the country or the policy of 


this bill; but believing as I do that it is in some 
form to become a law, I desire to call attention to 
some features init which | hope may be amended, 
and one is this: every gentleman must see that 
this bill will give to the F ederal Government and 
those who administer it a power far greater than 
has ever been wielded by any party or Adminis- 
tration in this country; [ mean the power of con- 
trolling to some extent the entire banking capital 
of the country. 

If all men who please may become bankers, 
with a charter making them a corporation under 
this s act, it seems to me that there ought to be no 
provision leaving it within the power ofany single 
man to prevent the ir going into business if they 
comply with the law. It seems 
last clause of section twelye v 
troller of the Currency that power. I may be 
wrong. If so,l desire to be corrected. Now you 
will observe that the prior parts of the bill say in 
gencral language thatfive or more persons making 


to me that the 
yuld give the Comp- 





Jutas the gentleman has | 
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| certain articles ofassoc lation, and 
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A complying y 
rtain terms laid down in thi eee 


thoriz d to conmmence the | Ist 
I call the attention of the comm “ 
~/ cp F . t* ' 
cinuse of section twelve, lf l lerer } 
| one man should hay sucie power. It 
that— 
The Comptroller shall have au tow 
an association his certificate aut zing 1 
ment of business whenever he shal ver 
| that the shareholders thereof have formed th 
other than the legitimate objects c yplat 


| appointed by the President, 





So that, while the act professc °83 ty 1 
upon an equi ality who wille ly wit hy 

yet here is a clause whic h, if [i understand it 
hiac this officer, the Comptroller of th: Curr 
wheneve 


have reason to suppose that th y have fi 


sociations for any other purposes t] 


HAN that er 


fied, shall have power to prevent them cor 


ry 
tit) 


r 
ing busitiess. IT hope that will be chance "ie i 
ter what party is in power. If any off 
that, without assigning any re ison, t 
arbitr: ary power over the banking | 
States where they } ave general bank 
provide that persons shall conform to « 
ditions, and when they have so compli 
have a right to begin business. If then ; 
other than a legitimate business, the cou 
lay their hands upon them and stop ¢] 
courts see to it that they doa legitimat 
| and that is the proper way to control th 
| ciations, 
lask gentlemen to sec to it that this is cha 
if, when they come to that part of t! - thes 
find [am right. Let the law throw 
business open to all who will comply wi 
terms, and not permit a man appointed by 


President to say who shall and who sha 
mence business. Ido not care who has the poy 
I fear that it will be abused. Certainly : 


) X 
cution of such a power ought not to! 
to any one man. 
There is another suggestion I desi 
to the friends of this bill. Section fifty prov 


that 

On becoming satisfied, as specified in this 
association has refused to pay its 
therein mentioned,and is in default, the Compt 
Currency may forthwith appoint a receiver, a 
him such bond and security as be shall deer 
under the direction of the Comptrolicr, sh 
sion of the books, records, and 
of such association, collect all debts, 
longing to such assuciation— 
in short, to wind them up. It isright and p. 
that there should be a provision to put them 
liquidation when they fail to redeem or 
danger of insolvency. In States where the ¢ 
select the receiver, they look to see whether 
is a fit man. They look to see whe ther there | 
any reason to take the property out of the hands 
of the shareholders and to put it into th 
of areceiver. Here the power is give! 
Comptroller of the Currenc yy ithout the as 


eireul: 


assets of ey 


dues, And claims 


of the Secretary of the Treasury. 1 he 
House will change that, and leave the power 
a judge of the courts. In my own State the cour 


of chancery or the court of equity has the g 


“a power to appoint receivers. [| want 
amended in that particular, so that this power 
shall be vested in a judge, and not in one of 
of the Government appointed by the Pres 
no matter how good and pure that officer may 
It is nota power which should be intrust 
any but the judict lary acting at general term, 
toa judge sitting m chambers if the exigency fe 
quires it. i 

I make these sugegec stions in rood faith; f 


the bill is to pass I want it to pass as perfect 
possible, I have no time to go intoageneral ei 
cussion of the bill, and I content mysell 
pointing out defects which I have observed. 
Section forty-one provides that 
The plates and special dies to be procured Db) the Cony 


troller of the Currency for the printing of suca cit Wali 
notes shall remain under his control aud direction, 4 
expenses necessarily incurred in executing the pe . 
of thisact, respecting the procuring of such notes, @ 
other expenses of the bureau, shall be paid out o 

ceeds of the taxes or duties now or hereafter to be asses*® 
on the circulation, and collected from associations org” 


be in | \ 
under this act; and such tax or duty shall be in hed 


other taxes on such associations. 

In other words, as I understand t 
are to be eXempt from taxation under 5! 
for State or municipal purposes; an ae 
to be subject to no taxation unless the 


the y ar 


\I 


and |, 





i 


ALT DS 


vf the pr 
> assessed 
organized 
lieu ‘ 


ae 


Gt to impose a tax on them. Gentle- 
me when l ask them to give me 
and see where this law will lead 
' hic lawall thegvealth of the country, 
or prynee | property ean be putinto the banks 
incof S900, OU0, 000—if Lam wrong the 
from Massac huse tts will correct me— 
3 she only imitation of this act is that there 
ot at $300, 000, me currency, and for that 
cy the re must be de posite “d United States 
But no am is required to put up stock 

| thirty-three and one third per cent. of its 

f T enwemay organ izea bank of $300,000, 
+ we need put up but $100, 000 of United States 
~-. but we may pay in and use for banking 

nases $200,000 more. 

Mr HOOP ER. I think the gentleman nar- 
— the mit too much. The only limit to the 
of the bank capital is the amount of the 
debt, and there may be capital of three 
—  omountof the debt of the United States. 
“Mp. KERNAN. I was looking to the provis- 
al sixteenth section, That section con- 


mo 


man 


is provision: 
after having complied with the provis- 
{, preliminary to the commencement of bank 
ness under its provisions, and before itshall be au 
; nimnenee business, shall transfer and deliver 
urer of the United States any United States 
i honds bearing interest to an amount not less than 

(the capital stock paid in. 


Therefore you ean havea bank of $300,000 cap- 
' tmav all be paid in, and you are only re- 
» putin one third of that in United States 


sociation, 


All the capital that is put into these banks is by 
slaw exempt from any taxation. Now I think 
-isvery unwise. Remember that these banks 
chare in all the benefits of the State government; 
| the protection which the State govern- 
' fford them; they have the use of all the 
n ry which the State government affords, 
rts and judicial tribunals of the State; and 
id they not bear their proportion of the bur- 
norting the State government? Will 
you allow the we althy men of the State to take 
rsonal property and putit into one of these 
ks and say that shall be exe mpt from taxa- 
tion, and throw all the burdens of the State upon 
the real estate Owners, many of whom are men 
mparatively small wealth? Is it wise; is it 
All our banks in the State of New York 
upon the assessment rolls, and they pay 
aixx upon the real estate which they occupy for 
nk purposes and pay a tax upon their personal 
nerty in, deducting the value of the real 
Now, if you take millions of personal 
ty rom under the taxing power, the tax 
W thrown upon the real estate, and the effect 
would be to work great hardship. 
Mr. KASSON. I desire to eall the attention 
gentleman to the fact that the prohibition, 
‘Xlensive as he supposes, does not extend to 
xupon the income of the stockholder in 2 
«. Just so far as the persons are within the 
jansdiction of any State, just so far may their 
come on the property in the bank be taxed. 
His argument, therefore, if | am correct, entirely 


they havea 


ot gu 


nt 


! 
) UG 


30 Lhe ground, inasmuch as it leaves the rep- 
tsentative of the stock in bank subje ct to taxa- 

»wthough the bank itself might be entirely 
xempt from it. 


! BERNA I am much obliged to the 
reateman, but | fear that will not help the mat- 

In all our States we levy a tax upon prop- 
ty, and I do not see any mode of legislation by 

ha particular class of men may be taxed 
yon their income so as tomake than bquuel with 
ss I may own $0,000 in a bond and mort- 
e‘ge,and although the man fails and I do not 

eta dollar of income, yet the capital is taxed, 

a is placed upon the assessment roll. 

But f desire to suggest, because an illustration 
makes a matter plaine r, that in the citv where | 
reaide the: wealth, the pe téonal wealth of the whole 
hye s, is gathe ‘red there in our banks. The y 
C Ya consider rable portion—about one fourth— 

city or municipal taxes , being rated like 
A great portion of our population i 1iscom- 
mechanics who own their houses and 

Now, the re are a few men who own stores. 
Siar, len, if this bill becomes a law all the 
— banks have gotto come under its provisions 
—y are tempted by the benefits on the one side 
Shed by the penalties on the other, and the y 
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art 
Ley 


ot! erg, 
Pp seq of 


and | hil 
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CON 


must all come 
from taxation 
from ul der 


under it. By exempting them 
, you take all that personal estate 


taxation, unless it can be gotat by 


ial legislation. 


some spec 
Mr. KASSON. With permission of my 
friend | willsay that | do not think he has appre- 


crated the extent of the suggestion which | made 
tohim. Itwasnot merely that it might be taxed 
as income so far as dividends were realized, but 
that the representation of that stock might be 


reached for the capital invested by him in the 
bank. 
Mr. KERNAN. In other words, if I had 


$100,000 invested in the 
for that amount. 

Mr. KASSON. This clause 
the exemption of the corpors ationasa corporation, 

Mr. KERNAN. I object to that, because it 
has been the universal policy of the States and of 
the General Government to tax eotpeentionsjand 
the effect of the gentleman’s suggestion would be 
to impose an income tax upon the corporation 
and make individuals pay it. 

Suppose a stockholder holds $1,000 of stock in 
a bank in the city of Utica 
his residence to New 


bank I might be assessed 


, and that he removes 


Jersey, how is he to be 


reached for the purpose of taxation? He isa 
| non-resident of the State of New York and cannot 
be taxed. This is a common occurrence. Men 


are accustomed to livein New Jersey and do busi- 
ness in New York so that they cannot be taxed 


in New York on their personal property. As | 


the result of this war taxation will necessarily be 
very heavy for the nation, the States,and the cities, 
and you will find that “tnd kholders in these banks 
will not reside where their capital is invested. 
They will be nen-residents of the city or State in 
which the corporation which is using their cay 
taldoes business. So that unless you tax the cap- 
ital of the corport ation the y will be entire ly be yon id 
your jurisdicuon, ‘That is so particul: irly in re- 
gard to municipal governments. ‘They have to 
pay all the expenses of police, of 
street-cleaning; and corporations come there and 
locate because of the convenience 
enjoying all the protection of the city government, 
while their stockholders, by living elsewhere, 
avoid contributing to those expenses. We can- 
not tax them at all unless we do it by laying the 
tax on the creature which the law creates, and 
which is, for ali those s, deemed a person. 

The committee will pardon me if | read 
tract from the report of Mr.Van Dyke, the super- 
intendent of banks inthe State of New York, and 
who is—lest gentlemen may suppose that party 
feeling influences him in this matter—himself a 
member of the party in power. Lik spe aks of thts 
subject for this reason: our banks were buying 
up these United States bonds that are exempt from 
taxation, and converting their capital into them; 
and the had held that that part of then 
capital thus invested was not liable to be taxed. 
This bill is much more sweeping in that respect. 
It not onlye xem} ts the capil il thus investe dd, but 
when two thirds of it is so invest d, it exempts 
the whole. 

Mr. Van Dyke s 

** Heretotore the cay wal oft each bank, assoctation, &e., 
has been the direct subject of taxation.”’ , ‘ 
“The banking institutions of the State hold United Stat 
securities to an amount exc ny theirag gate capit ° 
Even this bears but a smal! proportion to the sum hetd by 
individuals, and when this amount of capital is abstracted 
from the taxable property of the State, it becomes obvious 
that the burdens imposed upon ot her forms | ol investmen 
must be greatly enhanced. : “Tt 
cannot be deemed unjust that the burdens of the State 
should be imposed without partiality on the property of the 
State. Banks, corporations, and individuals share alike 
in the protection of State laws and the advantages of local 
government. The equity which releases a large portion of 
the wealth of the State from local taxation, and fixes th 
deficiency upon property less negotiable in its character 
which execipts the bonds of the capitalist from State tax 
ation only ww assess it upon the dwelling of the 
mechanic or the land of the agriculturist—will 
readily admitted. Had Congress limited the immunities 
conterred upon the holders of United States stocks to ex- 
emption trom taxation for all purposes of the national Gov 
ermnent, it would probably have subserved every desirable 
end. But when it goes further, and assuines to remove the 
property of citizens from beyond the jurisdiction of the 
State in which it is located, aud exempts it trom all bur 
dens of a municipal character, it Wenches upon ground of 
questionable utility, Which may be productive ot popular 
discontent, alike injurious to the government and the insti 
tutions availing themselves of the immunities offered.” 


Now, Mr. Chairman, that was written in refer- 
ence to the law as it stood before, hy which Unt- 
ted States bonds were exempt fron taxation. The 


for business, 


pur poses 


courts 


ays in his report: 


hiurable 
not be 


lighting, of 


only extends to |} 


fn eX- | 
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justice, 
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we althy men of the community who, by the self 


interest which always moves met, mveat ad ther 
personal estate in these bonds, were exempt from 
taxation for State » County, Lown, Village, or cily 
purposes. ‘They were tree from those burdens 
which they should have shared: and the burdens 
of the State and city governments whose advant- 


ages they enjoyed were cast upon other classes 
of persons with great inequality and great in- 
as the bank superintendent says. But 
this bill not only exempt United 
States bonds, but mo to exempt the entire capi 
tal of these banks whenever a certain proporuon 
of itis invested in this way. 

i trust, Mr. Chairman, that those who deem 
this to be a wise measure will give a fair consid 
eration—that ts all l ask, as it affects all generally 
alike—to this feature of it. I have received let- 
ters on the subject from private persons, and res 
olutions from towns, calling my attentian to this, 
and asking that Congress shall have its attention 
called to this exemption of United States bonds 
from State taxation, saying that it enables the 
wealthy to put their property in these securities, 
thus avoiding taxation, and throwing the burdens 
of iton the other classes of the community. ‘They 
argue that it —_ be better to pay a higher rate 
of interest, or favor their negotiation by exempt 
ing them oe United States taxation, but that 
this getting up a discrimination at home among 
the people was unjust, in the first place, and would 
be injurious. 

Mr. Chairman, I desire only to call attention 
to this view of things, especially in reference to 
my own State; and I can see no distinction be- 
tween that and others. | have endeavored not to 
enter into a general discussion of the policy of the 
bill, which, however, I hope will be fully dis- 
cussed, for it seems ‘0 me to be a bill fraught with 
more of good or evil than most bills which come 
before us. It is one certainly which, combining 
as it does all the banking capital of the country, 
will in the hands of a party Administration wield 
for that party an influence far greater than was 
ever wielded ‘by any Administration or any party 
In the history of the countr y. 

But, sir, as | remarked in the outset, I do not 
intend to discuss this billin its general principles 
I merely call the attention of the House to thes: 
particular features, which [trust will be amended 
if itisto become a law. I hope they will receive 
the careful consideration of the Hlouse and of 
Congress. 

Before | take my seatI will indicate an amend 
ment which | have prepared, and which some 
gentleman may perhaps offer at the proper time 
inmy absence. I propose to amend the eighth 
section by adding as follows: 


prop joBes to 


And such associations and corporations shall severally 
be subject to such municipal taxation upon their real and 
personal estate the same as persons residing at their re 
spective places of business are subject to such taxation by 
State laws. 


Mr. PRUYN. Mr. Chairman, as this discussion 
will probably conunue for some days, I may at 
some future time : if opportunity offi rs, present 
some general views In regard to the policy of this 
measure. But at present | wish to 
remarks, in regard to an amendment which | shall 
propose proper time, tn order that it may 
be understood by gentlemen ae the other side 
of the Hy 


make n few 
at some 


suse, andthat itmay be acted upon eithe: 


now or at some future stare of is consideration 
of the mensure, as mav seem most desirable. 
As has already been stated by my two col 


Brooks and 
KERNAN,]} it 1s evident that this bill, im soni 
» 18 Lo pass, that this polic y isto be Inauge 
rated, that thisaddition isto be made to the powers 
of this centralGovernment. 1 feel thet it will be 
the greatest blow yet inflicted upon the States 
that this is to be the greatest stride toward that 
despotic power which, if the policy of the pres- 
ent Administration be continued, must, in a few 

years, spread over this country. 

At the request of friends, and of those who ai 
interested in this bill, l have gone through with 
all of it, and shall be prepared, as the committee 
proceed with its consideration, section by section, 
to submit such amendments as | believe will go 
to perfect the scheme,and make it as little otjec- 


J 


leagues who have preceded me, [Mr. 
Mr. 


Shape 


ssible: at to enable it to 


work as smoothly as such a scheme can work 


tionable as po any rate, 


: ' 
l he gr gentlemen the other side of the 


House, who will hav proses 


taper 


tity attend 
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measure, and particularly those 


ant upo thi 

who have « cial charge of it, to remove this bu- 
reau, this branch of the Gover ment, as far from 
the fluctuations of po and of politic il influ- 
ences as possille. I think that sufficient prom- 


inence and sufficient position is not given by this 


bili to the head of this department. It should 


be made, nota bureau of the Treasury Depart- | 


ment—the Treasury has enough to attend to al- 
ready—but it should be made a separate admin- 
istrative Department of the Government, and it 
should be located the commercial center of 
the Government, at New York, and notat Wash- 
ington 
influences and the | 
tend ever y thing here, 


at 


political fluctuations which ai- 
Its head should receive 
an ample salary, as large as any other officer of 
the Government. All this should be done for the 
purpose of removing this vast power as far from 
the great influences of party as possible, for it 
will prove a power, if this policy 1s to be carried 
out, that can hardly be overestimated, in this Gov- 
ernment W ith a desire, therefore, to disconnect 
it as far as possible from such influences, | would 
place it outside of any existing Department and 
putit where it ought to be, in the commercial 
center of the country. 


It should be removed from the political | 


For this purpose | have prepared an amend- | 
} prey 


ment which [ shall submit to the committee as a 
substitute for the first section of the bill, or as an 
independent section, which, if adopted, would 
necessarily take the place 
the bill when we come to perfect the measure. 

I will send my amendment to the Clerk to be 
read. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 

Strike trom the first section the words: “ That there snall 
be established in the Treasury Department a separate bu 
reau, which shall be charged with the execution of this and 
all other laws that may be passed by Congress respecting 
the issue and regulation of a national currency secured by 
United States bonds. The chief officer of the said bureau 


of the first section of 


THE CO 


PER. I was going to 
brought up as a substitute for the one 


Mr. HO¢ 
that lull be 
ve j 
latin had prepared a bill. | wrote the amendment 
at my desk while the discussion was going on. 

1 have already stated,and I wish to enforce the 
view if it be necessary to do so—the subject is so 
important I believe | am justified in substantially 
repeating it—thatitis highly desirable and import- 
ant to the success of this scheme that it should 
be separated, as far as possible, from the chang- 
ing politics of the day. I offer this amendment 
in good faith, believing if a Department be estab- 
lished of this character it will be more stable, and 
its duties will be more fairly exercised. I mean 
by that, that it will be withdrawn from political 
influences, which will strengthen the system and 
draw to it the confidence of the people. I will, 


| if the Committee of Ways and Means see fit, offer 


shall be dcuominated the Comptroller of the Currency, and | 


shall be under the general direction of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. Ie shall be appointed bythe President, on the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasury, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, and shall hold 
his office for the te live years unless sooner removed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate ; li 
shall have a competentdeputy, appointed by the Secretary, 
whose salary shall be $2,500, and who shall possess the 
power and perform the duties attached by law to the office 


rm ot 


shall receive an annual salary of $5,000; he | 


of Comptroller during a vacancy in such office and during | 
his absence or inability; be shall employ, from time to time, |} 
} again. 


the necessary clerks to discharge such duties as he shall 
direct, which clerks shall be appointed and classified by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in the manner now provided by 
jaw ;”? and in lieu thereof insert the following: 


That there shallb 
Department of the Government,to be called “the Bank 
Department,’ which shall be charged with the execution 
of all laws respecting the issue and regulation of a national 
currency. ‘The head of the said Department shall be called 
the Comptrotier of the Currency. He shall be appointed 
by the President, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, and shalt hold his offies 
years, unless sooner removed by the President, by and with 
the consent of the His office shall be in the city 
of New York, and his salary shall be $8,000 per annum. 
The said officer may appoint a deputy to discharge such 
duties as may be assigned to him, whose salary shall be 
$4,000 per annum, and who shall possess the power and 
perionm the duties of the said Comptroiter during a vacancy 
in his otfiee, and duriug his absence orinability. The said 
Comptrolticr may, from time to time, employ such clerks in 
the said Department, and at such compensation, as he may 
deem proper; and be shall have authority to make all ne 
cessary arrangements for conducting the business of the 
said Departinent in all its branches. 

Mr. STEVENS. I rise toa question of order. 
The first section has been passed, and the com- 
The gen- 
tleman’s amendment is therefore not in order. 

Mr. PRUYN. I am quite sensible that we 
have passed from the first section. The Clerk 
has read the first section, and passed to the sec- 
ond; but no vote has been taken. It is in the 
power of the coinmittee to go back. 

I take it for granted, Mr. Chairman, that we 
are in good faith discussing this whole project 
with a view of arriving at what may be consid- 
ered the best results. For my part I am pre- 
pared, as far as | am able, to offer suggestions in 
good faith on various points connected with the 
ill, with a view of making it what I believe its 
friends intend it to be. 

7 Mr. HOOPER. lask the gentleman from New 
York whether his amendmentisa part of the bill 
prepared by Mr. Gallatin? 

Mr. PRUYN. It was written by me,and the 
ink is not yet dry upon it. I have not seen Mr. 
Gallatin's bill 


Senate, 


mittee is now on the second section. 


established a separate adininistrative | 


for the term of four | 


itas a substitute for the first section, or reserve 
the right to offer it as a substitute forthe bill. I 
will 
riving fairly at the point I wish to present. I 
know that it requires unanimous consent to go 


nursue either 


back and move my amendmentto the first section, | 


and | now ask that unanimous consent. 

Mr. STEVENS. | object. When we get 
through, the gentleman can movea substitute for 
the bill. 

Mr. PRUYN. 
undergo the labor of preparing a substitute for the 
whole bill if the real essence and germ of that sub- 
stitute can be tested in an amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will go further and say 


| that when wego into the House the previous ques- 
tion shall not be called until the gentleman has | 


had an opportunity to submit a substitute for the 
first section, 


Mr. PRUYN. lappreciate the kind feeling of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania and his desire 
to accommodate me; but | really think if we are 
going to discuss the bill with the great principles 
involved in it, we should consider the questions 
and propositions which bear uponitnow. If the 
Committee of the Whole go through this bill with 
a view of carrying out the schemeas reported by 
the Committee of Ways and Means it can hardly 
be expected that the House will overturn their 
action by adopting a substitute to be all gone over 


Mr. STEVENS. If we allow the gentleman’s 
request to go back, which we should be glad to 
do, we cannot refuse it to anybody else who loses 
his time. ; 
other course. If his proposition has merit in it, 
it will pass in the House. 

Mr. PRUYN. What is the rule in regard to 
the matter? 

The CHAIRMAN. Where the committee is 
considering a bill section by section and clause by 
clause it is not in order to recur to any section or 


|; clause which has been passed. 


Mr. PRUYN. 
not? 


The CHAIRMAN. Itisconsidered asassented 


Whether a vote was taken or 


to whether amendments have been offered or not, | 


and whether a vote has been taken or not. 

Mr. PRUYN. For the purpose of a test vote 
I move my proposition as a substitute for the sec- 
tion under consideration. Ithasalready been read 


|| and the committee understand it. 


Mr. KASSON. lask to call the gentleman’s 
attention to this fact: this proposition can at any 
time, embracing half a dozen lines, be presented 


Comptroller of the Currency, or upon the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, upon an officer to be called 
the Comptroller of the penaney, who shall keep 
his office in New York city. Atanytimehalfa 
dozen lines will enable him to test the sense of 
the House. 

There are so many important considerations 
connected with the proposition, that I should be 
glad to have itconsidered as a separate subject— 
that it should be fairly considered asa proposition 
to create an independent Department. Itdoes not 
concern the merits of this bill as to its general 
features, and embraces so many considerations in- 
dependent of this bill that I prefer, if agreeable 


| to the gentleman, to have it presented as a new 


bill, which he can do at any time. 


- | 
course for the purpose of ar- | 


It is hardly worth while to | 


I hope the gentleman will adopt the | 


suggest that | 


Mr. PRUYN. 1 did not know that Mr. Gal- | 


|| will vote it down, 


That will answer his purpose and || 
| enable us to get along with the bill. || 








| to the House as an independent clause conferring || 
all of these powers conferred by this bill upon the | 
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| and Means propose to enact a law whic 


for the future of the country, we are to by 
| from the other side of the House with obie 
| purely technical, then there is an end of 
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Mr. PRUYN. I submit that that * ; - 


way to reach a point of this kind. W, . 
sidering the whole thing and desire to , 
the best shape possible. The Commit: 


pu 
C4 f Way 


Ot the 


of us think objectionable, and the gent), ma ms 
lowa asks us to bring in a statute amenda: 
thatlaw, It strikes me that our duty is to on ., 
it and to meet it fairly now. If gentlemen d,," 
mean to allow it to be fairly met, let them say g., 


If, in our efforts to put this thing in the bes 


a.Ory oft 


Shane 
> Met 
Ons 


. . 
All fai, 


discussion on this subject. I submit whether:);. 
is the true way to meet this question. ring 
men on the other side of the House think tha; is 
it is in their power todo so. All I can oe 
insist on what I consider the true way. If my 
proposition is notagreeable to the other side, the, 
if it has merits it Ought tobe 

introduced now, for it affects the whole frame. 
work of the bill. . 

On a division there were—ayes 15, noes 43; no 
quorum voting. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Pruyy and 
Hooper were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 32, noes 55; no quorum voting. 

Mr. PRUYN. Rather than break up the com. 
mittee I will withdraw my amendment, intending 
to offer it at another time. . 

The Clerk read the fourth section, as follows: 

Sec.4. nd be it further enacted, That the term “ United 
States bonds,”? as used in this act, shall be construed to 
mean all registered bonds now issued, or that may here 
after be issued, on the faith of the United States by the 
Secretary of the Treasury in pursuance of law, . 


Mr. PRICE. I move to insert the words “ang 


° 
eoni 
t gentle. 


ste 
18 to 


| coupons”’ after the words ‘‘ registered bonds,” 


Mr. HOOPER. 


If the gentleman will give me 


| his attention for a moment I think he will with- 


draw his amendment. The object was to trans- 
fer only registered bonds for the security of the 


| bonds, they not being transferable from hand to 


hand, by delivery. ‘The coupon bonds, if they 
be stolen from the Department, pass from hand 
to hand, and are good in the possession of any 
person who happens to hold them. I call the 
gentleman’s attention to an amendment | am di- 
rected by the Committee of Ways and Means to 
offer at the proper place, which aathorizes the 
Secretary of the Treasury to exchange any cov- 
pon bonds for registered bonds. It will cover, | 
think, the point he has in view. 

Mr. PRICE. That will answer my purpose, 
and | withdraw my amendment. 

The sixth section was then read. 

Mr. HOOPER. I move to amend this section 
in line four, page 4, by inserting after the word 
‘* association’? the words ** which name shall be.” 

The amendment is merely a verbal one. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. HOOPER. I move to amend by inserting 
in line twenty, after the word * notary,’ the word 
‘¢and;’’ another verbal amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. PRUYN. I desire to suggest to the gen- 
tleman ofthe Ways and Means who has chargeof 
this bill, an amendment in reference to the plirase- 
ology of the third subdivision of this section. It 
reads: 

Third. The amount of its capital stock, and the number 


of shares into which the same shall be subdivided. 


I move to strike out all of that clause after the 


word ** stock,’’ and insert in lieu thereof the words 
‘“‘ which shall be divided into shares of $100each. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. PRUYN. I suggest further thatin lune 
seventeen, where itis provided that “ the said cer 
tificate shall be acknowledged before,”’ &o., 
word ‘acknowledged’? does not seem to be quis 
definite enough. There is no requirement (he 
the party shall be known to the officer, and no 
form of any kind is prescribed for the acknowr 
edgment. Acknowledgments in one State 
different from those in another State. 

Mr. HOOPER. I think that should stand # 
it is, 

Mr. PRUYN. Very well. 
tention of the gentleman to another thing. 
latter part of the section reads as follows: 

Copies of such certificate, duly certified by the Comp 
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nd authenticated by his seal of office, shall bea 
—  wufficle ntevidence, in all courts and places within 
eal ane "Sates or the jurisdiction of the Government 
we Up Or the exist nee of such association, and of every 
ait ror thing which could be proved by the pro- 

; of the original certificate. 


ev! 


jyction 
The question may arise as to the genuineness 
¢she signature, and of course you would be com- 
° vied in such a case to produce the original cer- 
ae. [move to strike out the words * and of 
every other matter or thing.” 

Mr. STEVENS. Ifthose words stood by them- 
elves | should think it proper to strike them out, 
because that would be loose kind of proof; but 
as the clause makes this copy the original certifi- 


vate, it seems proper it should remain, because it 


a heate 
pheate. 


else. 
The amendment was not agreed to. | 
The seventh section was then read, as follows: 


apc, 7. ind be it further enacted, That no association | 
shal ne organized under this act, with a less capital than | 
@}00,000, nor, in acity whose population exceeds fifty thou- 
sand persons, with a less capital than $200,000. 


Mr. KASSON. Not only upon my own mo- 
tion, but in accordance with the views of other 
members, | move to amend that section by add- 
ing thereto the following proviso: 


provided, That the Secretary of the Treasury shall be, 
and he is hereby, authorized to allow the organization of 
a bauk with a capital of not less than $50,000 at any town 
paving a population ef not more than fifty thousand per- 
sons; butin such case the entire amount of capital shall 
he paid in before it shall be authorized to commence the 
business of banking. 


| offer the amendment for the reason that in 
many of the more thinly settled States there is an | 
amount of capital proportioned to the amount of 
business transacted in certain local centers; and 
many banks now under State authority are estab- | 
lished upon a basis of $50,000. In my own Siate, 
for example, that is the minimum limit for the 
branches of the State bank of lowa. There are | 
several such in Maryland, and in other States; | 
and it has been deemed by myself, and by other 
gentlemen also, important to conform the provis- 
ions of this bill in that particular to the ascertained | 
necessities and condition of things in different | 
portions of the United States. This provision 
has been inspected by the proper authorities, the 
Comptroller of the Currency among others; and 
| offer the amendment and ask the opinion of the 
committee upon It. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. 





I move to | 


amend the amendment by striking out the words || two hundred thousand dollars, according to the 


“bat in such case the entire amount of capital 
shall be paid in before it shall be authorized to 
commence the business of banking.’’ In many 
smalltownsin Michigan and other States, banks 
are desirable and the people wish toestablish them, 
and $50,000 is sufficient capital to meet the wants 
of the localities. Now, I see no reason for put- 
ting such banks ona different footing from banks 
in larger places. I would vote for the proviso if 
the words | have specified are stricken out. I 
hope they will be. 

Mr. KASSON, 


an th 


Mr. Chairman, a. single word 
iatamendment which proposes to strike out 
he clause requiring the $50,000 to be paid up. I 
selleve we ought to have a respectable capital in 
iy of these institutions before we give them the 
general privileges of banking, while in all cases | 
Where there is a population in any given commu- 
oy demanding a bank atall, the capital oughtto 
my Lhavenodoubt, $100,000. Thereare reasons 
a | have already referred to, resting upon the 
pudition of things, which should lead us to take 
‘hat $90,000 as a basis. There is no banking sys- 
*m that [ know of that authorizes a bank with 
“88 capital than $50,000. I think thatin all those 
‘ses Which it is desirable to provide for, at least 
“ythousand dollarscapital should be paid in. If 
We get below thatsum, and allow persons tocom- 
Pench business of banking ontwenty or thirty 
ale fi aw it seems to me that we will be 
iets anking system down to too trifling a 
_—. one not calculated to inspire confidence 
sae EL It is for that reason that we | 
three, itit best to accept the suggestion of the 
— er of the Currency, and fix that limit in 
eg, of these small banks. 

Bony etapa I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
sles ty waster the practical working of the | 
he eee been, found objectionable with | 
Present limit of $50,000 capital? It seems to | 


vill prove what the original would, and nothing I] 
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me that if this banking system is a good one, of 
which I have always had doubts, and in which I 
am free to say 1 have yet no faith, it would be 
well perhaps to distribute itas widely as possible. 
As the limit in our State, and in the State of lowa, 


and in other States is $50,000, | would inquire of 


the gentleman what reason there is for raising that 
limit? 

Mr. KASSON. If I understand gy friend 
from Maine, he says the limit under the present 
law is $50,000. 

Mr. PIKE. Yes, sir. 

Mr. KASSON. I presume it is a paid-up cap- 
ital of $50,000. This only requires the capital 
to be paid up, $50,000, before the business of 
banking is commenced. I think the people are 


entitled to that much security of the bona fides of || 


the proprietors of these banks. Iam informed by 
my friend from Massachusetts, [Mr. Hooper,] | 


that there has been inconvenience experienced 
under the present system, which authorizes the 
commencement of the business of banking on less 
capital; that there is a very large proportion of 
small banks, larger than is desirable, larger than 


| contributes to confidence in the system, 


Mr. PIKE. Ido not understand that that ob- 
jection should apply. A bank with $50,000 cap- 


ital is organized on the same principle as a bank | 


with a capital of $5,000,000; and why should not 
the bills of the smaller bank carry the same de- 
gree of credit as those of the larger, when both 


| are alike secured by national stock ? The amend- 


ment proposed by the gentleman from lowa makes 
an invidious distinction between the two. Be- 
sides, it proposes that these banks with $50,000 
eapital shall only be located in towns with less 
than five thousand inhabitants. In our State, 
which is sparsely settled, and where there are a 
great many small towns, there are banks, very 


| convenient for local purposes, established in towns 


of less than five thousand inhabitants. 


Mr. KASSON. My friend from Maine cer- 


tainly does not understand the proposition, It | 


is for the express purpose of giving the banking 
privilege to towns of lane than five thousand in- 
habitants, 

Mr. PIKE. Where towns have a population 
slightly exceeding five thousand there have been 
banks established with a capital of $50,000. This 
bill will prevent that. 


Mr. KASSON. Itisnecessary that the bill shall | 
fixa minimum of capital and a designation of pop- | 


ulation. It fixes the capital of a bank at one or 


napa of the city where it is established. 
ou must fix some figure for the population when 


the capital is reduced to $50,000. Otherwise you 


will bring the entire system into discredit by al- | 
| lowing men of small means, and without the re- | 


quisite knowledge of banking, to establish a great 
number of these small banks. j 
which discriminates capital according to popula- 
tion, and ask simply that Congress shall extend 
this privilege to smali towns not likely to havea 


Il take the theory | 





bank with a capital of $100,000, and permitthemto | 


do business on a capital of $50,000. My own town, 


for instance, having a population slightly over | 


five thousand, would be able to raise a bank with 
$100,000 capital. But, sir, we had to select some 
limit as a basis of action, and I took the mean of 
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has been found that the conduct of the small 
banks, such as those having a capital of $50,000, 
has been such as to bring the system into dis- ° 
credit? . 

Mr. KASSON. The gentleman misunder- 
stands the application of my remark. What I 
desire to say is that in prectice under the present 
system of banking great inconvenience has been 
found from the large preponderance of these 
small banks. In other words, in the large towns 


| and cities wherea capital of $100,000 or $1,000,000 





the general estimates that were made; some were || 


higher,andsomelower. The limit I have fixed in 
my amendment will go beyond what it should be 


| in the judgment of some with whom I have con- 
| versed, and will fall short of it in the estimate of 


| others. 





gentleman from Maine, as I think 


posing thatany town with alarger population wall 
be able to raisea bank with a capital of $100,900. 

Mr. PIKE. Do I understand the gentleman 
from lowa to say that in practice the banks with 
a capital of $30,000 have brought the system into 
discredit? 

Mr. KASSON. I answer the question of the 
stated before, 
that to give permission for the establishment of 


banks with so small a capital in any place irre- | 


spective of population will fill the country in 
cies as well as smaller towns with a great pre- 
ponderance of these little petty banks; and I re- 
new my declaration that it would not be caleu- 
lated to give credit to asystem of public banking. 

Mr. PIKE. i 
not one of theory. My question was whether in 
the practical working of the banking system it 


My question was one of fact and | 


could have been raised a good many persons with 
very little capital, and knowing nothing about the 
business, have started those petty banks with 
$50,000 capital. 

Mr. PIKE. Suppose they have, what of it? 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan. The amend- 
ment proposed to the amendment of the gentle- 
man would prevent an undue accumulation of 
those small banks, beeause it leaves it in the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of the Treasury to say 
whether such banks with a eapital of $50,000 
may ormay not be established in each case. 

dut I should like to know why a bank witha 
capital of $50,000, when it is authorized, should 
have difficulties and obstacles thrown in its way, 
why it should have special conditions imposed 
upon it that are not imposed upon one with 
$5,000,000? Why are we in these small towns 
to be subjected to these inconveniences that are 
not placed upon the larger and more wealthy 
towns? Why make this distinction? Sir, letus 
give to all the same privileges, let us have equal 
rights. There are a good many towns with five 
thousand, six thousand, or three thousand in- 
habitants in which it would be convenient to have 
a bank, but where $100,000 capital could not be 
easily raised and where the wants of the com- 


munity do not require so large an institution; and 


I can see no reason why the people of these 
towns should be subjected to hardships which 
are not imposed upon others. I can see no rea- 
son why a bank with $50,000 capital should not 
be just as safe as a bank with $5,000,000 capital, 
nor can I understand why these small towns in 
Michigan, for instance, should not be permitted 
to raise the banking institutions which are neces- 
sary for their business with the same privileges 
that are extended to New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, or Boston, 

Sir, we in the sparsely settled country of the 
West desire to avail ourselves of this national 
system of banking. We desire to support the 
national currency; we believe it to be a good ecur- 
rency. lam willing that the discretion should be 
leftin the Secretary of the Treasury to say in each 


| instance whether one of these banks of $50,000 


shall be established, but when authority has been 
given I want all to be placed upon the same foot- 
ing. 

The amendmentto theamendment was adopted; 
and then the amendment, as amended, was re- 
jected. 

Mr. PIKE. I move to strike out ‘* one hun- 
dred’’ and insert in lieu thereof * fifty.” 

Mr. STEVENS moved that the committee rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
resumed the chair, Mr. URanpDEGEE reported that 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the Union 


| generally under consideration, and particularly 


House bill No. 333, to provide a national cur- 
rency secured by a pledge of United States stocks, 


| and to provide for the circulation and redemption 
| therefore fixed it at five thousand, sup- | 


thereof, and had come to no conclusion thereon. 


ENROLLED BILL. ° 


Mr. COBR, from the Committee on Enrolled 
sills, reported that they had examined and found 
truly enrolled an act (H. R. No. 341) to carry 
into effect the convention with Ecuador for the 
mutual adjustment of claims; when the Speaker 


signed the same. 
CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. STEVENS moved that all general debate 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union on the national currency bill be closed in 
five minutes after its consideration shall be re- 
sumed, 

And then, on motion of Mr. BROOKS, (at 
twenty minutes past four o’clock, p. m.,) the 


i) House adjourned. 








IN SENATE. 


Fripay, March 1864. 
Prayer by Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRLAND. 
The Jor of yesteday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a message from the President of the United 
States, communicating, in answer to a resolution 


of the Senate of the 15thinstant, a report from the 
Secretary of State in relation to the establishment 
of monarchical Governments in Central and South 
America; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreien Relations, and ordered to be printed, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 

Mr. AD VTHONY presented resolutions of the 
Legislat of Rhode land in favor of the pro- 
posed exploration of eastern Asia by Dr. Mc- 
Gowan; which were referred to the Committee on 
Foren Re lation , an | ord re d to be print d. 

He also presented the petiuon of George W. 
Hall and others, owners of the bark A 1, pi Lying 
for indemnification for alleged losses occasioned 
by the seizure and detention of that vessel at 
Philadelphiaon [8th of December, 1863; which 
was referred to the Commiitee on Claims. 

vir. DIXON pi nted nine petitions of citizens 
of Tlartford, Connecticut, praying for increased 
railroad f between the cities of New York 
and Philadelphia; which were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr. BROWN presented a petition of citizens 
of the United State , praying for the confiscation 
of the lar frebels, and their distribution among 
the rar d file of the United States Army, and 
such privates of the rebel army as will take the 
oath of allegiance; which was ordered to lie on 
Line trilyle 

Mr. P ‘OME ROY presented a petition aeenene 
of K is, praying for the establishment of 
mail route from Lawr nce to Paola, anda aa 
tion of citizens of Kansas, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Tope ka to the Sac 
and I’ox agency in that State; which were 
ferred to the Connmith e on Post Offices and Post 
Roads 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public 
Land to whom was referred a resolution of the 
Li lature of Kansas, in favor ofa grant of land 
to that Sta for the benefit of schools, reported 
a bill (S. No. 193) to extend the eighth section of 
inactentitled An act to appropriate the proceeds 
of the les of the public lands, and to grant pre- 
em} » rigl ’? which was read, and passed to 
a st coe reading, 

Ir. ¢ ee b \ME R, fromthe Committee on Post 
Offic {1 Post Roads, to whom were referred a 
memor al of the contractors on the overland mail 
route, praying fora continuance of their contract, 
and resolutions of the Legislature of California 
in favor of a reduction of the present schedule 


ic mails between 
Kansas, and Folsom, ¢ 


time for the tran 
Atchison, 


sportation of tl 





Yalifornia, re- 
port la bill (S. No. 194) to authorize the Post- 
master General to contract with the Overland 
Mail Company for the carrying the mails; which 
was read, and passed to a second reading. 

Mr. MORRILL, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, reported a bill (S. No. 196) 


0 enlarge the 
tity of W 
lo a seco ~ reading. 

Mr. CLARK, from the Committee on Claims, 
fio whom were referred the papers in re lation to 
the claim @f Charles L. Nelson for 
agent for harbor improvements at Burlington, Ver- 
mont, submitted a report accompanied by a bill 
{S. No. 197) for the relief of Charles L. Nelson. 
he bill was read, and passed to a second read- 
ing, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. HARLAN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S.°No. 38) exprahetery of the tenth 
section of an act to reduce the expenses of the 
survey and sale of the public lands in the United 


ywers 
ishington; 


of the corporation of the 
which was read, and passed 


services as 


States, approved tl 30th day of May, 1862; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on P ebtic Lands. 

TRUA ILL, in pursuance of previous 
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noses: whi 


red to the Committte on Military Affairs and the 


Militia 
Mr. DOOLITTLE 


ked, 


consent oletained, leave to introducea bill (S. No. | 


198) to aid the Indian refugees to return to their 


homes in the Indian territory; which was read 
twice by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 

Ordered, That the legal representatives of J. 
deceased, have leave to withdraw their petition and other 
papers from the files of the Senate. 


Mr. WILKINSON, it was 


petition and other papers of the heirs 
rlain, deceased, be taken from the files 


On motion of 


Ordered, That the 
of Joshua Chamb 


E. Martin, 


e ye nd referred to the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Ciain 
REFERENCE OF A BILL. 
Mr.NESMITH. I desire to move to take up 


a bill for the mere purpose of reference. 
bill that was reported yesterday morning by the 


chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. It 
should have been referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. I now ask to have it taken up 


and referred tothatcommittee. Itisa bill (S. No 


Itisa | 


149) granting lands to the State of Oregon to aid 


in the 


construction of a military road from Port- 
land to Dalles City. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Thatorder willbe 


made, if there be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
REPORT ON EMIGRATION, 

Mr. POWELL. 
tion that I offered the day before yesterday, asking 
the Pres 
of the moneysexpended for colonization. 
pose there will be no obj jection to its passage. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
shall not interfere with it, but 
I desire very much to take up the naval appro- 
yriation bill this morning. 

Mr. POWELL. Ido not desire to debate it. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution is 


no objection, and the bill willbe | 


I move to take up a resolu- | 


ident to transmit to the Senate an account | 
| 
I sup- | 


‘It that resolution will pont 


. S ‘ ‘ | 
now before the Senate in its order, and will be 
read. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


Resols ed, That the President of the United States be re- 


q' iested to furnish the Senate the report of the Commis- 
‘r of Emigration tor 1863, with his account of the ex 


| sent, 


istin g contracts and other necessary 
question of emigration. 


information on the 


The resolution was adopted. 


RETURN OF MANUSCRIPTS. 


Mr. WILSON submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the original manuscript copies of the re- 
ports of the battle of Pittsburg Landing or Shiloh, laid before 


the Scvate on the 28th of June, 1562, be returned to the 
Secretary of War. 
MESSAGE FROM THE LOUSE. 
A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. M ‘Puerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Represent psc had passed a bill | 


(No. 360) for the prevention and punishment of 
frauds in relation the names of vessels; in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate. 


to 


The message further announced that the House | 


of Representatives had passed the following bills 
of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 34) in favor of the legal represent- 
ativesof Israel C. Wait; and 

A bill (No. 105) for the relief of E. 
Samuel A. Wood. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message also announced that the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives had signed the 
following enrolled bill and joint resolution; which 
thereupon received the signature of the Vice Pres- 
rdent: 

A bill CH. No. 341) to 
convention with Ecuador for the mutual adjust- 
ment of claims; and 

A joint r serenren (S. No. 


uc a 





F. and 


31) authorizing the 


a register to the steamer Mohawk 


carry into effect the | 


and by unanimous || 
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IIOUSE BILL REFERRED, 


The bill from the House of R 
(No. 260) for the prevention dy 
frauds in relation to the nay 


read twice by its tithe » and rr fer; d - 

mittee on Commerce; and the bill (No 
amend an act entitled An act proser: 
times and places for holding terms of tl 
court for the districts of lowa, Minn 

Kansas,’’ approved January 13, 1863. 
twice by its title, and referred to th: Con 
on the Judiciary. 


MILITARY INTERFERENCE WITH ELK TION 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I move to nostno, 
prior orders for the purpose of taking yy H 
| bill No. 151, being the naval appropr i. tion 
Mr. SAULSBURY. 1 will inguire wi 


| terday? 


that will supersede the unfinished business of 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


It will not, T 


unfinished business will come up at one 9’, 
Mr. FESSENDEN. If the Senat rw 

on going on with his speech at one o'clock. | 

not know that I shall push this motion; by: | 


extremely desirous, for the accommodation: 
some ge ntleme *n, to dispose of this bill to-day 
do not wish, however, to interfere with th: 

rights of the Senator, if he desires to go on toxd , 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I will say to the Rane 
from Maine that my only desire on thy 
arises from this fact: 1 did not mak any 
notes of the speec h of the honorable Sen ator fron 
Michigan to whom I am re plying, and if th ri 
ject goes over until next week I presume the 
ator from Illinois [Mr. TrumBv x] will press his 
bill before the Senate, and I may not ret a 
portunity to finish my remarks at all. [ ass 
the Senator I shall occupy buta very s! 

1 should not have occupied yesterday mor: 
an hour if I had not been interrupt i 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Is the Senator ready to 
proceed now? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Yes, sir. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then I donotk 
that the Senator had better finish his speech 
if he insists on going on, and we can take w 
Navy bill afterwards, instead of breaking 
it at one o’clock. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
submit that motion? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I withdraw my! 
to take up the Navy appropriation | bill,and. 


Does the Sena 


| to proceed to the consideration of the uni 


busine ss of yesterday. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senat 
in Committee of the vanes re sumed the consid- 
eration of the Bill (S. No. 37) to prevent offi 
of the Army and Navy id oceor persons engaged 
in the military and naval service of the United 
States from interfering in elections of the State: 


Mr. SAULSBURY. Mr. President, | assur 
the Senate that my desire to go on this morning 


| does not arise from any wish on my partto 





| to constrain his free will 
| are plainly ine ompatibie with the princip! 


judgment for an instantat least. 


fere with the business of the Senate; nor is it from 
any desire to be heard in this body; but itis s 


ply because the question unde ar cons ] rat s 
| one in which the people of my State have a deep 
| interest, one in which I, as the representativ 
| that State, feel a deep interest, and one which | 


think is more important than any measu 
has been before this Senate at the 
or is likely to come before it; because it 
no less a question than the constitutional tg 
of the States, and the freedom of elect 
States. Iti is a question of civil liberty; a greater 
question than which cannot possibly engage 
attention of the Senate. 

Mr. President, the Committee ov Military Ab 
fairs, - 


present sessi 


~ 


ns il 


to whom the bill under consideration wa 
referred, notwithstanding the extraordin: 7. 
portin other respects which they have made, 

to have received agleam of light, whic h appeared 
to flash upon their minds and to influen 


their report the following remarks: 
“That elections should be free from all violence ane 


timidation, is an axiom of free government ace = : 
and so evident that it need not be discussed. Violene’ 


threats of violence, and all disturbance, actual oe 
ened, calculated to keep the legal voter from te po 
les 0 on whi 
governments, whether State or-Federal, rest. 


Now, Mr. President, the bill which ts |" 


] 
nu 


Hence | find 


land choice in exercising His *"" 
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James Madison and the fathers of the country to 
be torn down by Archbishop Butler, and a new 


4), 1864. 


They | 
‘ip, which, if abandoned, 


medy an evil which (if it exists, it 


for times of peace but for times of war. 
‘ommittee on Military Affairs, 


are as the rudder to the s! 


ers to re 


sha 
Iby the 


$ )onorable Senatorfrom Michigan, who the shipis lost. Neither, sir,is there any ground |) house to be ere cted by that grand political archi- 
me , } ort, or who, al least, Is responsible for the pretext that the surrender of those liber- tect with all the modern improvements, la de- 
tation to the Senate) strikes at the | ties temporarily is ne sary for their preserva- || cent man invited to walk in and sit down by the 
a ; lation, in their own language, of our || tion permanently. It is said! y the Senator from || side of Butler! F 
~ 


eeovernment, both Federaland State. Sir, 
;nvees made against this Administration 


; ce interfered with the freedom of election 
f ng in 
rf <stes be true, then what greater, what more 


Michigan, and others who entertain the same 
view that he does, that all those acts which it is 
alleged have been done by authority of the Ad- 
ministration, and which find a champion in him, 


_ Sir, the party opposed to this Administration 
in my State desire no such covering from the 
presence of the coming storm. They seek notto 


enter into Mr. Butler’s palace, though it may be 


ae oes rtant subject can engage the attention of this || are necessary for the preservation of the Consti- | furnished with all the adornments which he can 
mm Guate? [tis a question, sir, in which, as is ad- || tution and the Union. What an absurdity, Mr. || pick up in the Gulf department. He may fur- 

~ ved by the report of the committee, is involved | President! The idea that the Union ean be pre- | nish it with all the costly mirrors and all the fine 
TIONS ue yery existence, not only of your State, but of || served, and that the Constitution which makes | and sweetly-strung instruments w hich his patri- 
none “ r Federal Government. } that Union, and which is the bond of that Union, |} otism nity cause him to transplant from the pos- 
: ii * Rut, sir, we are told by the honorable Senator || can be preserved by its destruction! Neither is || session of their original owners, and he may 


n bil fam Michigan that the time is unpropitious, that 


it, in my judgment—and I have a right here to 
ngaged in a civil war, that this is no time 


place them in this building to be ere cted by his 
speak my opinion of the public acts of public 


“a = | patriotism, but we desire not to look into his mtr- 
bithes we are ( 


fo hear complaints against the exercise of author- | 
wn - 





8 of st | men, and I shall exercise that right—the object || rors nor to hear the sound of his music. We 
: ity by those who administer the affairs of the which those who enact these scenes have in view | prefer the good old strains which come up from 

. The Government. I he only reason which he assigns 2 preserve the Union and the Constitution. Why 1] the past, which we heard in infancy, which we 
sikce for this conclusion is that we are engaged in war. || do I say so? | say so because their own acts || have heard in manhood, and we say our only de» 

Sir, { commend to the attention of that Senator, demonstrate the fact, and their utterances also || sire is to live in the U nion asit was and under the 
ek. | and all others who sympathize with him in feel- || evince the truth of what I say. These actsdone \ Constitution as itis. And for a declaration of 
bat} ng and who believe with him, the example of || to preserve the Constitution and the Union! Let || this kind have these outrages bee n perpetrated 

lation af f the greatest English statesmen that ever || any man in this country at this day say ina pub- || upon the people of my—I had almost said State; 
day, | lived. 1 refer toSir John Eliot, who in the days | lic speech in any community, and letit come home || it was once a State, but itis now in facta military 
the jus of Charles, when the liberty and the chartered | to the ears of those who exercise power, that he || province; for that offense alone has the tyrant 

n to-day rights of English subjects were threatened with |; is in favor of the Union as it was and the Consti- | hand of power been laid upon them, and a major- 
Rie destruction, although his country was engaged in || tutionas it is, and whatis the judgment they pass || ity of the people deprived of the exercise of their 
em wor with a foreign power, rose in his place inthe |; upon him? ‘That he is a disloyal man, that he |! constitutional rights, Kept from the polls, not al- 
ext British Parliament and declined to discuss the || is not faithful to his obligations to the Govern- | lowed a voice at the last election in reference to 
ator fren issues of war or the questions involved in war so || ment under which he lives. ‘That noblest of all || the selection of a candidate to represent them in 
F thes vas the birthright of the English subject was || Sentiments uttered during these days of revolu- || Congress. A satrap reigns over that province, 


the Sen in jeopardy. Sir, the burning words of eloquence || tion, ‘the Union as it was and the Constitution 





he || In times of civil commotion and revolution, such 
nrenn ike which thatchampion of English liberty uttered || as itis,” is adjudged by the very men who are || creatures will come up, but, thank God, the sober 
ig ypon that occasion will live and be cherished as guilty of perpetrating these acts as an evidence, || second sense of the people generally gets rid of 
& ies ong as the acts of tyranny and oppression of || clear and unquestionable, that he who utters the || them, 
Charlesare remembered and hated. It is true || declaration is a disloyal man. Now, sir, I hold 1 am told, with no personal disrespect either, 
sane tha that hisnoble utterances in the vindication of the || that the only disloyal men in this country, the || that these things are not true, or that if true there 
rights of English subjects, it is true that the noble only real traitors in this country, the only men || is a necessity for them, because we deser ve them, 
ready to sentiments which he uttered in behalf of the prin- || who will be adjudged to be such by an honest || or else that we must consider the times and bear 
‘ ciples of English liberty, cost him is liberty, || future history, are those who scout and scoff at || them. Such a response as that may well come 
caused him to be imprisoned for years until dis- || **the Constitution as it is and the Union as it || from those who wish to eat the crumbs that fall 
know bu ease came to his relief, and his death-chamber || was.’? To that Constitution, and to that Con- || from the table set at the presidential mansion. Lt 
sock anw 1 one of the prisons of Charles. Itmay be, || stitution alone, | owe my allegiance. To that || will receive no respect, however, from one who 
ke up sir, that during the unhappy times through which | Union as it was, and to that Union alone, have | || desires neither his crumbs nor his fat things, 
ine } we are passing the utterance of similar sentiments || any right to cherish any love or any attachment. || I say, sir, that the declaration of the attach- 
may subject others to a like fate; but the patriot '| But he who is opposed to that Constitution as it || ment of the dominant party in my State to the 
» Sena siatesman knows no rule of conduct but that of || is and to that Union as it was, and who attempts || Constitution as it is and the Union as it was is 
duty, and seeing the path of duty plainly marked || to inaugurate or advocate a policy destructive of || their sole offense, unless you consider tt to be an 
yn out before him he will pursue it, regardless of all | either, 1s the real traitor, and the only man in the || offense that they would not vote justas the Ad- 
and mov personal consequences. || limits of this country who deserves to be branded || ministration wished them. Let me tell you, sir, 
infinis But, sir, Lobject to this notion of the honorable || as a traitor. | this military interference may continue until the 
Senator from Michigan, that times of civil war are Sir, what is the object of these military orders || youngest child in that State 1s gray-headed, and 
Senate, not the times in which American statesman or || and of this military interference with the freedom || at a fair expression of popular opinion in that 
1e cons American citizens should look to their rights and || of election in the States, of which we complain? || State a majority of the people will never so vote, 
nt off observe closely the principles of the fundamental || It is to exclude from the polls that classof Amer- || because the majority against the policy of the 
s engaged law. In times like these, the strides of power are || ican citizens who declare themselves to be in fa- Administration and its acts only increases with 
ie United rapid and great, and tyrants in all ages of the || vor of the Union as it was and the Constitution || every attempt that they make to deprive the peo- 
he State world, who would subvert the liberties of their || as itis. Coming home to my State, what party |! ple of their liberties. You can never conquer the 
, | assur countrymen, under the pretense of preserving || is it against which this military interference has || spirits of brave men. You may keep them from 
s morning those liberties, have, in such periods, appealed || been leveled? Is it against members of a polit- || the polls by mere brute force. You may deny 
rtto i to this same great, high doctrine of necessity. \| ical organization who have declared aught except 


Sir, lask you, T ask the country, whether it is 





attachment to the Constitution as it 1s and the 


them their equal rights. 


You are usurpers when 
you do it. 


They may cither not desire to bring 


t itis sin probable, whether it is likely, whether there is || Union as it was? No, sir. That motto wasem- || themselves in collision with your power, or they 
ie a any reason to believe that if we now temporarily | blazoned upon every banner which for the last |} may not have the power to resist it; but those of 
ive a deep . tnd m the rights which we have received from || two elections they have unfurled before the peo- || the m who remain outside of forts and bastiles, and 
ptative of our fathers, and which are guarantied in the fun- | ple. The proceedings of their State and county |! who are not banished, will retire to the quietude 
e which I Camental law, both State and Federal, we shall || conventions and of all their primary assemblages | of their homes and scorn your power. 

asure thi *rer regain them ? Look back through this world’s || have declared their devotion to that Union and to || It seems to me that those who advocate this 
nt sessio Nistory and tell me, if you can, where there is a || that Constitution, and that they were unalterably || interference with the freedom of elections in the 
it involves figie instance in which a free people have volun- | opposed to the infraction of the one or the destruc- || States have never properly considered the conse- 
ynal right _ ¥ Surrendered their chartered liberties into the || tion of the other. And yet, sir, so enormous, so || quences to which it may lead. You have now 
Ons mn Lie feping of th |] A 


; a greater 


ngage tie 


ilitary Af 
ration was 
dinary 
nade geet 
vence Ui 
ce | find u 


eu 


h ap} eared 


eirrulers, under the plea of necessity, 
vat they have ever regained them. ‘The example 
ewe exist in history; and if we now (under 
..” Celusion that by temporarily surrendering our | 
ries and intrusting all our rights into the 
“ping of those whe administer the affairs of the 
qcvernment, we shall preserve the Union of the | 
7 wesand the constitutional rights secured in that 
hiakar en up our rights, we shall wake up | 
iced ~ Po len power shall become more firm] 

» when ambition shall be still further grati- 


ed, rh 
the fe hen the numbers of these who crawl around 
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heinous has been their transgression, that the 


power which sits enthroned—I trust in God, how- | 


ever, only temporarily—at the other end of the 
avenue, finds it necessary to send his armed bands 
to keep a free people in the exercise of their con- 


stitutional rights from declaring their attachment | 


to the old Constitution made by the great and wise 


men of the past, and to that Union under which | 


our fathers lived and under which a majority of 
the people of my State desire still to live. They 
are considered disloyal because they are in favor 
of keeping their oaths and observing the precepts 


about a million and a half of armed men. You 
have received at least that many under the various 
calls made upon the people ofthiscountry. They 
are subject to the Presidentas their Commander- 
in-Chief. He hasin the pastinterfered with the free 
exercise of opizion in the States, but he has only 
interfered against those who were opposed to his 
measures of public policy. He secksa retlection 
at the hands of the American people, provided he 
chooses to allow the people to go through the 
forms of anelection. Suppose that he should be 


|| the successful nominee of theparty now in power 


r , 
lence andin beta power shall be increased, when their || of their fathers. with this army of a million and a half of men, 
cepted by alt nies ; to support the exercise of unwarranted What was the oath that I took when [ became || and the power of removing out of that army very 
are heen beincrensed, and we shall find that the || a member of this body? Was itto supportanew || man politically obnoxious to him. Supp Ct 
the poll cai ee indulged in of preserving our lib- || Union and a new Constitution? Was it to enter | after exercising these acts of power, he finds that 
sing lis right delusion y such surrender of our rights is a || into that house with all the modern improvements his supporters, instead of cor demning those ; 
mn Wied ¥ n, and a most deep delusion. which the patriot Batler declars d they were going | approve them, as the Senator from Michigan 

is ae constitutional rights secured to us in jj to build up when the old Union was torn down? || seems to approve them. Suppose it should t aR 
“™ mental law were secured to us not only || Ye gods! the work of George Washington and |! out that he is not after all a man superior to the 
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promptings of ambition. Suppose thatafter four | 
or eight years of the exercise of rule over this | 
great people he should think that the Railsplitter, 

as his friends call him—lI say it in no disparage- 

ment myself—might become the greatest monarch | 
or despot that ever sat upon a throne. 
after two, three, four, five, six, or eight years of 


™~ 
Suppose || 
| resistance to these military orders. 


long and bloody war, the Army should become || 


willing instruments in his hands, and he should | 
oe himself permanently in power, and that | 
e would transmit this Government to his chil- | 
dren after him. Could you preventit? Could 
the freemen of this country prevent it? Witha 
million and a half of caked men out of a popula- 
tion of twenty or thirty millions, how could the 
people prevent it? 
gut you may say, all this is talk for popular 
effect. You may say that the man is too honest, 
that he loves his country too much to be guilty 
of any such act as that. An English statesman 
once said that confidence was a plant of slow 
growth in aged bosoms. I am not very old, but 
it is extremly slow in mine. I know of but one 
Washington. I see nothing in the acts of the 
present Executive of the United States to make 
me believe that, with the same power and under 
the same circumstances, he would be the second. 
Mr. President, history is written for our in- 
struction. Even in my boyhood days, when I 
read the magnificent History of the Decline and 
Fall of the Roman Empire, by Gibbon, I was 
struck—it has been impressed on my memory and 
forced upon my mind almost constantly ever since 
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—with the power of a few armed men over the, 
Jarge unarmed mass. If you will turn to the 
pages of that great, historian you will find that 
while writing the decfine and fall of the Roman 
people he makes this remark: ‘* Fifteen thousand 
well-armed, well-disciplined soldiers, can keep in 
subjection ten million unarmed people.”’ If that be 
true what could a million anda half of armed men 
do, at the command of the present Executive of 
the United States, or of any other Executive, in 
a population of twenty or thirty millions? 

I do not mean to say that the soldiers who are 
in the Army would lend their countenance to such 
a thing. I believe, and have always believed, 
that when they entered into the public service it 
was with the noble purpose of trying to preserve 
the Union of these States—the Union as it was— 
not to build up a new one; to preserve the Con- 
stitution as it is, not to make a new one. 

But, sir, no man can tell the changes that may 
come over the minds of men, because men are not 
perfect. Association begets not only like pur- 
poses but like ideas, and power being exer- 
cised, and the soldiers being placed under officers 
having a commen purpose, and forced to obey 
orders however much in their hearts they might 


be opposed to them, it leaves us but little hope || 


that in the hands of an ambitious man, one regard- 
less of the rights of the people, there would be 
the remotest chance for the preservation of con- 
stitutional liberty in this country if the present 
Executive should be continued in power. 

And here I will take occasion to digress thus 
far to say that while I would not support any 
gentleman prominent before that party for its 
nomination, yetif | belonged to that party I would | 
take several of the men who are named for the 
lace before | would take the present Executive. 
Why: Because it is safer for the liberties of the 
people that a change should occur once in four 
years, even if they suffer, and suffer greatly, dur- 
ing those four years, than that the same person 
who has been guilty of these oppressive acts 
should be continued, and continued that he may 
strengthen himself in power and have greater op- 


portunities for the accomplishment of the objects 
of his personal ambition. 


Before I proceed on that branch of the sub- 
ject which will conclude the remarks I shall make 
on this occasion, I simply wish to refer to one re- 
mark made by the Senator from Michigan. He 
lays down the broad proposition that these mili- 
tary order8 are law.. He says that the proclama- | 
tion of Governor Bradford in Maryland—I do not | 
intend to enter into the interests of Maryland in 
this controversy further than to refer to the prin- 
ciple—in reference to the freedom of election in 
his State was a usurpation of power; that when 
he called upon the people of his State to go to the | 
polls and exercise their right of suffrage accord- || 
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Governor was guilty of usurpation. The Sena- | constitutions and established laws the 


. : . Tivile 
tor reflects very severely on the Governor of Ma- || which they had exercised, should the. woe 
ryland; and on the ground that the military or- || subject to the outrages which have 
i trated upon our people, they would 


ders of General Schenck had the force and effect 
of law, and that the Governor’s proclamation 
advised resistance to the law, because it advised 
Strangely 
enough, he compliments a man who never was 
Governor of the State of Delaware by the choice 
of the people of that State, but a man who was 
put there by him who sits enthroned at the other 


end of the avenue by the force of bayonets, be- 
| cause he issued an order commanding the judges 


of election in all election precincts to be most ob- 
sequiously observant of the commands of his mas- 
ter, Schenck. 

But, sir, I come to the question of law. Where 
does the Senator from Michigan find his authority 
for the legality of these orders? He attempted to 
cite a case in the Supreme Court of the United 


| States as establishing the fact that military orders 
| by General Schenck had the force of law and were 


entitled to the operation of law. I have not taken 
the pains nor the trouble to look at 21 Howard, 
where the case is reported. I have read it, and I 
know what the case was, and it has just as much 


| application to the matter in behalf of which it is | 


invoked as it has todo with the man in the moon. 
Mr. JOHNSON. What was it? 
Mr.SAULSBURY. Theecase of Booth. What 


| was the case of Booth? An attempt was made to 


execute the fugitive slave law in the State of Wis- 
consin. Booth was guilty of opposing forcibly 
the execution of that law, and of opposing the due 
execution of the marshal’s process, and he was 
indicted and tried for a violation of the law of the 
land on account of his forcible resistance to a 
statute of the United States. The court said that 
the officer, being charged with the execution of the 
process, had a right to use force to execute his 
process if it became necessary. That is all the 
case decides, that a legal officer with a legal pro- 
cess has a right to execute his process, and yet 
that case is invoked in the Senate of the United 
States to prove that when Mr. Schenck or Mr. 
jurnside—whom the women and children of this 
country love, whom the exiles in foreign lands 
admire, and whom the votaries of human liberty 
in all ages of the world will place by the side of 
Hampden and Sidney and the great patriots of the 
past—this case is invoked to show that an order 
emanating from such virtuous and patriotic gen- 
tlemen has all the force and effect of law! 

The Senator from Michigan seemed to shudder 
at the enormity of the offense committed by the 
Governor of Maryland. He thoughtitsemi-trea- 
son, and said, ‘‘ Suppose the advice of the Gov- 
ernor had been carried out, what would have been 
theeffect? Why,thatthe soil of Maryland would 
have been reddened with the blood of her citizens.”’ 
It might have been so. I have no doubt that the 
Federal Administration were powerful enough to 
overpower the authorities of the State of Mary- 
land; that they could have caused the soil of that 
State to be reddened with blood; butagainst whom 
would the voice of that blood come up from the 
groundinjudgment? Would ithave beenagainst 
the patriotic men who were attempting simply to 
exercise a plain constitutional right, or would it 
have been against those who by physical force 
caused their blood to redden the ground, because 
they dared to exercise their inalienable, constitu- 
tional rights? Suppose that hundreds of thou- 
sands of women had been made widows and hun- 
dreds of thousands of children had been made 
orphans, against whom would every tear which 
they shed have been bottled up against that last 
and dreadful day to flash conviction in the eyes of 
the guilty? Not against Governor Bradford, or 
the citizens of Maryland, who were eoung only 
legally; but against him who sits enthroned atthe 
other end of the avenue and those whom he com- 
missions—Major General Schenck and those who 
coéperated with them. There would have béen 
murder, deep, foul, black, damning, but theirs 
would have been the guilty souls, and not that of 
Governor Bradford or those of the people of Mary- 
land. . 

Mr. President, I know that itis thought by 


_many that we in the border States manifest too 


much feeling on this subject. Some gentlemen 
may think that our complaints are Grennenee, 
If they would only transplant themselves to our 


ing to the constitution and laws of the State, the || locality, and after having enjoyed under written 





n be 


come 
been } 


| than we, (for we have never done that:) hee 
| invoke revolution, and they would welcome 
| blast, whether it came from heaven or hell. the 
should give them their liberties, But =e | 7 
never invoked the spirit of revolution or of a 
lessness; we have quietly submitted to it: aoe 
far as my own State is concerned, althouc 7 
report charges that there were great numbers of 
disloyal persons in that State, and a great » 
persons who had been engaged in the rebe! 
not one word of which is true, the history of t} 
State shows and the history of the country s} oe 
that from the beginning of these troub| 
has not been a meeting of even two mey in th 
State, much less a meeting of any political aust 
| much less any combination of any considers, 

portion of the people, to obstruct, by fore 
timidation, or otherwise, the execution of any 
Federal law, or any attempt to carry that Sins 
out of the Union, or to persuade it to be unfais. 
ful to its obligations to the Constitution, No Ps 
there is the ground of complaint we have, | ' 

I have sometimes thought, Mr. President, that 
this Administration, those who exercise 
this country, have had one of two objects in view 
in reference to the border States: either to foree 
them to take up arms against the Federal Goyer. 
ment and attempt to go out of the Union, or tg 
harass and oppress them in every possible mode 
and try how much human nature can bear, 

It is true that the Senator from Michigan finds 
cause of complaint against the Legislature of my 
State because they passed certain resolutions which 
he denominates traitorous. I will simply say to 
that Senator that when the Legislature of my 
State wishes to take lessons in patriotism and de- 
votion to the country—and especially after his 
speech and the principles of constitutional law he 
has announced—they certainly will not consult 
the distinguished Senator from Michigan, |i may 
be alight that may illuminate the very cold regions 
on the lakes, and the waters of the lakes may re- 
flect back that light to a very considerable dis- 
tance; but it has never reached the “ great and 
mighty’’ State of Delaware, as he denominates 
my Siate, and it never will. 

Sir, those resolutions declare, first and fore- 
most, a deep and ardent attachment to the Union 
framed by our fathers, a deep devotion to the 
Constitution, which is the bond of that Union; 
and they declare, as freemen have a right to de 
clare, that this Administration, under the pretense 
of prosecuting a war to suppress-a rebellion, has 


4d 


ahy 


ay 
h hus 


Vany 


ie 
illon 


C8 there 


Tabye 


e, it. 


OW! 











——— eee? E©O® OO 


needlessly and outrageously trampled upon the 
constitutional rights of the people, and for paris 
san purposes has oppressed the people of the 
States, and the people of the State of Delaware 
particularly ; te they denounce as one of their 
grievances, and a just cause of complaint, thathe 
has sent his military to control their local elec 
tions; and that is semi-traitorous, says the Sea- 
ator from Michigan. : 
Suppose that when James Buchanan, or Frank- 
lin Pierce, or James K. Polk, was President of 
the United States, either of them had sent the 
Army of the United States into the not** great 
and mighty’? State of Michigan to control its lo- 
cal elections, would the honorable Senator have 
thought it was no cause of complaint, and thatthe 
Legislature of Michigan must not even say ove 
word in opposition to the acts of the Administ 
tion? ‘* Consistency is a jewel,’’ it is said, andi 
makes a wonderful difference, Mr. President 
whether it is your bull or my ox that is gored. 
Another act of the Legislature of my 5# 
against which the Senator complains !s the ed 
which they have passed to protect their citizens 
in the execution of their constitutional rights 
electors. What did they do? Did they prove? 
for calling out any armed force even to ~~ ; 
usurpations of the Federal Government’ Na 
all; but they declared that any person who elng 
a citizen and inhabitant of that State should a 
a military force within a certain distance of ; 
polls on the day of election, or should attempt 
military Soaibesens to control that — 
should be subject to fine and imprisonment. " 
is what they did. Had they not aright to a 
Was it not a just, constitutional exercise an ; 
lative power and authority? And yet “s 
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pyidence that the Legislature of Delaware is dis- | 
loy®” President, there are two words that oughtto 
_" a oat of the English language, since they 
en somiserably perverted as they have been 
. .. se nod rndays,and they are the words ** loy- | 
A, nd * disloyalty.” Ifsomething could come | 
aye human memory that these words could | 
rT .) eet mbe red it would bea relief, Men re- 
4 ‘parrot-like, words whose true signification is | 
P 1b} etionable, but words which are miserably | 
o partisan pergone. The Senator from 


4 5 erted t 
oe 1e resolutions passed by | 


ai eclares that t 
Mi higal are of Delaware and the gct of the Gen- 
,ssembly, amount almost to an act of seces- 
pr Thatis just about as sensible a definition of | 
secession as what we hear in every boy’sandgirl’s | 
“ th that can neither read nor write, and in the 
- ath of every ignoramus who never read the his- 


tory ofhiscountry or the Constitution of his coun- 
te, because A Man oe to his political views, | 


hispartisan views, ‘* ouareasecessionist!’’ Par- 
rots learn these things, and can utter them about | 
ug distinctly a8 Some people. | 


Mr. President, the Senator from Michigan said 
s+ there was no evidence, or very slight evi- | 
dence, of any interference with the freedom of | 
lections in the States. I propose to furnish that | 
wor and the country with some evidence of it. 


that 


1 
c 
hold in my hand a volume of upward of three 
undred and fifty pages, being a report of a com- | 
mittee, and the sworn testimony of witnesses ex- | 
amined by that committee, of the Legislature of | 
the State of Delaware, showing what the military | 
interference in that State has been. I do not pro- 
pose to read this book to the Senate; but I do 
propose to call their attention to some matters de- 
posed to by the witnesses, which will furnish 
roof of this military interference. 
| stated yesterday that the only justification, if 
there was violence or apprehended violence ina 
State, for the interference of the Executive of the 
United States was the power given him in the 
fourth section of the fourth article of the Consti- 
tution, when he was Sr to by the Governor 
fthe State when the Legislature was not in ses- 
sion, or by the Legislature if it was in session, 
Atthe timeof our general election of 1862, to which | 
this document relates, our Legislature was notin 
session. It meets biennially in the month of Jan- 
uary and generally adjourns in March. But we 
hada Governor. It is true he happened to be a 
Democrat. He did not call upon the President | 
of the United States for any military force to aid | 
in the execution of the laws of the State of Dela- 
ware. His testimony is to be found on the 4th 
pageofthisdocument. Inithe states that he was 
Governor of the State of Delaware in November, 
1362; that he never applied to the President of the 
United States or any Federal officer for aid to pre- 
serve the peace of that State, or to send troops into 
(hat State; and that no citizen of the State ever 
pplied to him to make such an application to the 
Adminiswation, He further swears in effect that | 
he wever knew or heard of any cause why they | 
siould have been brought in, and that he had no 
oficial information from the General Government 
that woops would be sent into the State on or about 
the Jd day of November, 1862. Yet on the day 
previous to the election in that month and year 
‘very village of our State was filled with soldierg; | 
tnd on the day of the election soldiers with bay- 
one's and with charged guns were at the polls, 
td atevery poll in the State, I believe, except 
one or two. How did they come to be there? 
liad there been any trouble in the State? Had 
here been any outbreak of violence in the State 
“eoy kind? Had any been threatened? If so, 
temand the proof. The only authority for ex- 
*cuting the laws of the State and preserving the | 
public order of the State is the State authority, 
tid that is intrusted to the Governor of the State 
‘scommander-in-chief of its militia, except when 
ue the Legislature shall apply to the Federal 
“hority under the fourth section of the fourth 
oo the Constitution of the United States; | 
aad Fan that State, simply because it was a | 
rads . and a feeble State—feeble in numerical 
dane out, thank God, not feeble in the spirit 
rs pete military were brought in and sta- 
Hed at the polls. How did they come there? 


= —h® 





how call to the stand a man who never wasa | 


can tat in his life, who never voted the Demo- 
‘te licket, and who was voted for and supported 








by this very same Union party—thcy call it the 
Union party; I call it and believe it to be the dis- 
union party. Vincent C. Gilpin, mayor of the 


eity of Wilmington, on page 286 of this report 


deposes that he was mayor of Wilmington atthe | 
time, and that at the very election where these | 
things took place he voted the Union ticket. He | 


states that on a Sunday he was in church, and 
that he was sent for by a colonel, Henry S. Mc- 
Coombs, of Newcastle county, to go to his house. 
Mark you, McCoombs is not a fighting colonel, 
but one of those colonels who get contracts from 
the Government and become rich by making war 
upon the Treasury. He was never ina battle and 
he never smelt gunpowder. 
that he went there and ‘*met Mr. George P. 
Fisher.’? Mr. Fisher is the gentleman who was 
at that time a candidate for a seat in the other 
House, and a gentleman whom this body has con- 
firmed as judge of a court in this District after 
having been defeated by the people of the State 
for Congress, even though he was supported by 
bayonets. 


‘*T met Mr. George P. Fisher, Mr. Nathaniel B. Smith- 


ers’’*— 


A gentleman who now sits in the other House— 


“and, I believe, a gentleman by the name of Lofland— 
James R. Lofland, I presume.”? 


He met them at the house of Colonel Me- | 


Coombs. Now wecome to the particulars of the 
meeting. 


** Question. Will you please to state for what purpose 
they were in Wilmington, and upon what subject they 
wished to consult you? 

‘Answer. They wished to consult me on the subject of 
having a military force in Wilmington on the day of the 
election, in order to keep the polls open and free of access ; 
whether | wished a force for this purpose. 
I did not wish any military force in Wilmington ; that I was 


Mr. Gilpin swears | 





I replied that 


satisfied in my own mind that, with the police force, [could | 


keep better order than [ could with a military force, and that 
I required no military force to keep order. 

** Question. Was there a military force sent there, and 
stationed at the voting places in the different wards on that 
day? 

**Answer. There was in several wards, to my knowledge. 
I did not visit all the wards. 

** Question. Do you know by whose order that military 
force was sent there, and distributed as you have described ? 

Answer. I do not.’’ 7 : . : . . 

* Question. What reply did Mr. Fisher, Mr. Smithers, 
Mr. Lofland, or Colonel McCoombs make to your remon- 
strance against sending a military force to the city of Wil- 
mington, or rather to your assurance that you did not desire 
or need such a force? 

‘Answer. None, that I recollect, sir. 

* Question. Was there anything said in that interview in 
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the provost marshals themselves. It is frue that 


i} 
| I cannot show the orders accompanying the com- 


missions; but I can prove from one of the provost 
marshals that orders did accompany them. I shall 
show that he sent blank commissions for the ap- 
ointment of provost marshals, end that those 
‘lank commissions were filled upin part by George 
P. Fisher and this man James R. Lofland, who 
has got his pay by being made a paymaster in 
the Army, and that those commissions were de- 
livered to the provost marshals on the Sunday 
preceding the Tuesday which was the day of our 
election, and that the instructions were filled up 
in one instance, at least, [ am capable of proving, 
by this James R. Lofland, and yet the Secretary 
of War declares to the Senate of the United States 
that no orders have gone directly from his Depart- 
ment on this subject. Whatis the meaning of the 
word ‘‘direct?’” There may be indirectness in this 
answer. If any man were arraigned on an accu- 
sation of crime before a petit jury in this country, 
and I could bring such strong circumstances 
against him to show his criminality as I can fur- 
nish here against the Secretary of War when he 
is charged with military interference in the elec- 
tion in my State, no jury of twelve honest men 
would fail to convict. Mayor Gilpin in his tes- 
timony also declares his impression to be that if 
the military had not been there, there would have 
been much less difficulty in preserving order than 
there was. 

Governor Cannon was a witness on that occa- 
sion, and he testified himself that he had several 
times applied to the Secretary of War to furnish 
troops to be present at the polls; and apprehen- 
sive that the Secretary of War would not answer 
favorably, he, who then was a candidate for Gov- 
ernor of the State, and in whose behalf the mili- 


|| tary was invoked, applied to Colonel Wallace, a 


reference to the placing of soldiers at the different voting 1} 


places of the several hundreds of New Castle county, out 
side of the city of Wilmington? 

“Answer. ‘I'here was. 

“The Chairman. Please tostate what was said in refem 
ence to that subject as nearly as you can recollect. 


“The Witness. They asked me what number of persons || 
I thought would be required at certain polls in the county. | 


[ replied I did not know; having no knowledge of any dif- 
ficulty that might occur at those polls. 

** Question. Do you recollect which of those gentlemen 
asked that question ? 

‘Answer. | do not, sir. 
question. 

Question. Wus there anything said at that interview in 
reference tothe bringing of armed soldiers into Kent and 
Sussex counties to be present at the polls on the day of 
election ? 

‘*. Answer. There was, sir. 


But I presume it was a general 


“The Chairman. Please state what was said as nearly as | 


you can recollect. 


“The Witness. Those gentlemen said there would beso | 


many soldiers required at one place, and so many at an- 
other. I do not remember exactly what they said. I did 
not charge my mind with anything not relating to the city 
of Wilmington. 

“ Question. Did you learn at that interview, or have you 
learned since, whether Colonel McCoombs had beenin the 
city of Washington to solicit or make arrangements for the 
bringing a military force into this State to be present on 
the day of election? 

Answer. That was my impression at the time.”? 


I wish here to remark that the Secretary of War, 
in sending to the Senate his answer to the resolu- 


subordinate stationed down on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia, to send up troops to be present at the 
polls. Soapprehensive were they lest they might 
not receive a favorable answer from Washington, 
that they went to tampering with a subordinate 
officer. If it had beena Democrat who tampered 
with an officer for such a purpose, he would , under 
these new regulations, | suppose, have been tried 
by amilitary commission and been shot. Colonel 
Wallace very obsequiously observed the behests 
of the candidate of the Republican party for Gov- 
ernor, and marched his men up into the State of 
Delaware from the Eastern Shore of Virginia to 
control its elections, and dispersed them through 
that State. 

What pretense did this Governor give when put 
upon his oath before an investigating committee 
of the Legislature? Why, that he had been told, 
but he could notsay by whom, by some responsi- 
ble party, that some secessionists from Maryland, 
to be headed by Curtis W. Jacobs, were to go to 
the polls in one of the hundreds in the county in 
which I reside, and that they were to keep the 
Union men from voting; and also that he had un- 
derstood that at the little election, aboutfour weeks 
before, some Democrat had drawn a pistol upon 
a Republican. He wascontradicted in both these 
facts, for Mr. Jacobs was called to the stand asa 
witness, and he swore that he never entertained 
such an idea, he never heard it suggested, he was 


| taking no part or lot in the elections in Delaware, 


and had no idea of doing so, but being a large land- 


|| holder in the State of Delaware, living near the line, 


tion offered by the Senator from Kentucky, in- | 


quiring what military orders he had given relative 
to the elections in the border States, attempts to 
deny that any had been given, and he sends a letter 
from some of his subordinates in which they state 
that none had been given by them, and he says 
that none had gone from his Department directly. 
I have shown here by proof that this Colonel Mc- 
Coombs, acontractor under this Government, was 
so patridtically inclined that he came here and 
sought to have the military sent into that State; 
and | will show, before I am through, the commis- 


|| sions to the provost marshals who were appointed 


the Sunday before the election, signed “Edwin M. 


having been born in the State, and his wife born in 
the State, he frequently visited, once or twice a 
week, his farms in the lower part of our State; and 
he happened on the day of election to ride nearthe 


|| polls to see two men on business, and a provost 


| marshal arrested him and confined him until four 


o’clock and then released him. In that hundred, as 
you would see if I had time to read this testimony, 


| numbers of citizens were arrested and maltreated 


- 


by the military, and yet no attempt was made to 
raise a hand against them,even when Democrats 
suffered from these outrages. No pretext was 
alleged, much less proved, that there had ever been 
in that State ay attempt to create any violence or 
to thwart the operation of any Federal law, oreven 


“ order of a General Schenck. 
M 


| matter home. 


ark you, Mr. President, I want to trace this 
Mr. Stanton, I will show you, sent 
blank appointments for provost marshals, and the 
Republican candidate for Congress was oue ofthe 
men who filled them »p,and another Republican 
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who h been appointed paymaster in the 
Ai ; | mn | k the attention of the 

I i i if t trmony of Jy lor 
\\ ) 4 l rin the ¢ yunty in which I live. 
Q) J { vears that there w 

f Democrats by the presence 
ithatday,and that 
LD were run off tl md ; 
i 4 t} t for tw ) Ol thir ° 
‘ } ia wat ) ) t 
Lby rm 
( nti es i e@ purpos rs 
ervit ( i y ons,’’ and * allowing 
true Union m to vote!”’ On page 90, Judge 
W ootten states this very important fact, that dur- 
ine the sittings ¢ he courtin Neweastle a con- 
Vv took e onthissubject,and one reason 
hi , | 

cy lt that could not have been the cause, for 
{! far ' | isay, after the election, that 
thy j wo provost marshals were received on 
i previ the el ion. Mr. George P. Pishersaid 
thi bat Ww tso.that he knew that they were notmade 
Gut uit widay ; t it ped to fill them up.”’ 

Mr. Fisher, the Republican candidate for Con- 
fress, a roved by the sworn t timony of Judge 
W votten, d the ay pointments of provost mar- 
shi nt State of Delaware were never made 
out until the Sunday be fore our election on Tues- 


Republican candidate for Con- 
gress, had helped to fillthem up on that day. Sir, 
et the country know that you have at the head 
: mentaman who does not fill 
up Lae Commissions which he sends out by him- 
BLil Or by any erson ¢ nnected with his De: ivi- 
ment, but that t n the eve of an election in a 
state ht enags lis biank commissions to parti- 
partisar candidates for office, 
and allows th mi to fill up) the COMMISSIONS with 
‘Talk notto meavoutl 


a desire to preserve the Constitution and to main- 


SUCH NANICS i toey pease, 
tain the Union and the purity of elections, when 

he sworn tesumony of honor- 
ho is charged with the admin- 


I find il roved byt 
| | W 
istration of your War Department is guilty of 


such actS as these Sir, it is partisanship, and 
partisanship of the basest, deepestdye. Patriot- 
ism is no element in any such conduct, and a 
pa ic nah WOuld rn to be guilty of it. 


attention to another fact, for 
I want to bring this matter home to the Secre tary 
of War. Inasmuch as a casual reader of the re- 
vhich the Secretary has made to the Sen- 
ate might conclude that | wa sas innocent of the 
isachild unborn, I wish to bring 
it home to his door; and | call attention now to the 
tesumony of Daniel J. Layton, a Republican who 
came on as fi is Baltimore at least, and went 


uw i 
down on board the steamboat where the troops 
I 


| 
iow this thing came to be done. 
He swears to having had interviews with Colo- 
nel McCoombs, Mr. Fisher, Mr. Lofland, and 


others, in reference to this matter; and then his 


were sent, to ser 


lestuumony goes Ol 
is cx 
voluntec: 

** Answer. He w appointed colonel of the fifth Dela 
ware volunteers, commissioned by the Secretary of War. 
There had been communications between the Sceretary of 
War and Governor Cannon and George P. Fisher in rela 
tion to sending 1 ps intothis State; and,as I understand 
and believe, it was the opinion up to that time of a large 
portion, if not the majority, of the influential men of the 


Question. Do you know whether Colonel McCoombs 
lonel in the regular Army or a colonel of the Delaware 


party, (Union party,) that no troops were needed; and I 
was informed Col McCoombs so informed the Secre 
taryof War. On Friday previous tothe election, or I might 
say that | re L left home, these same parties, who had 
been opposed to the introduction of troops, were now con 
vineed that it would be a measure to prevent disturbance 
and preserve the pul peace, and therefore requested that 
aforce suflicient be tintothe State. Colonel MeCoombs 


then went down to Washington to request the Seeretary 
of War to send tro 
day of the election, and also to permit the Delaware volun 
teers to return home to vote.’ 

Now, sir, see how the commissions for pro- 
vost marshals ime to be sent to Delaware in 
blank. On the I"riday before the electior 5 Col- 
one! MceCoombs comes to Washington to get sol- 
diers sent into the State, and he has an interview 
with the Secretary of War, and the just infer- 


he returned home with his pockets 


filled with blank commissions; and the candidate 
for Representative in Congress, and the gentleman 
who was to be Secretary of State and who was 
Seerctary of State under Mr. Cannon, and this 
Mr. Lofland were invited to meet him in the city 
of Wilmington on Sunday, and these commis- 


enee is tha 


into this State to be present on the | 


sions, as Mr. George P. Fisher says, were filled 
up on Sunday beeause he helped to do it 

But, , What was the object of sending them 
there? Itleaks out. On pag s 191 and 197 isto 


be found very important testimony showing at 


' . < ! } - . 
who instar | for what reasons the troops 
wer nt into the Stateof Delaware. Mr. Minos 
Conway, at page 191, testifies: 

Q i. Do you know at whose solicitation those 

! were brought there and placed at the polls? 

| f IT heard Nathaniel Conway say that he and 
everal other gentlemen, namely, William Ellegood, Jacob 
Moore, Judge Layton, and Je I’, Conway, signed a p 
tition tohave them brought into the State of Delaware. 


* Question. Do you know to whom they petitioned ? 


Answer. Ido not. 

* Question. Do you know when it was they signed the 
petition : \ 

“ Answer. He told me they signed the petition the day 
after the little election.’ 

That was four weeks before our general elec- 
tion. It was the election for election officers, 
usually called the little election, in which the 
Democrats swept the State and showed that there 
was no possibility even for © greenbacks’’to car- 
ry the Stat > al d that the only thing that could 
do it was an overpowering military force. 

“ Question. Did you understand for what purpose they 
petitioned for soldiers to be brouglit into the State, and to 
be here on the day of the general election ¢ 

Answer. | understood it was to carry the election for 
the Republican party. 

* Question. Did you hear Nathaniel Conway express 
himself in ragard to the soldiers, and for what purpose 
they were to be brought? 

* Auswer. Mr. Conway told me, * They are to keep the 
Democrats at a distance.’ 

Question. Did the presence of the soldiers at the polls 
on that day produce much intimidation ? 

** Answer. I should think itdid.” 

Inasmuch as the names of private citizens ne- 
cessarily have appeared in this evidence, | wish 
to say that I bring them in not with any view of 
saying anything unkind toward any gentleman 
of my State, however much | may differ from 
him, however much I may condemn his political 
principles and his political action. Ido it from 
no motive of personal unkindness, but simply as 
this question 1s before the Senate and the country 
to show that there is just cause of complainte 

It is the testimony of nearly all the witnesses 
who were examined that it did produce intimida- 
tion, and I shall not trouble the Senate with read- 
ing the testimony of witnesses to prove that fact, 
because nearly every witness swears to it. But 

} . . . , ‘ 
the more important part of Mr. Conway’s testi- 
mony will found on page 197: 

* Qu . You have spoken ina former part of your 
testiniony of knowing or he aring of certain persons in Sus- 
sex county petitioning for soldiers to beseut into this State, 
to be pr utat the polls on the 4th day of November last. 
Did you hear any one of those gentlemen express himself 
in relation to that subject prior to the general election, and 
if so, please state what it was? 

“ answer. [heard Judge Layton remark in conversation 
the next morning after the little cleetion, that the Repub- 
lican party had been beaten at the little cleetion, and that 
the Democrats had a majority of the inspectors, and that 
the Republican party must have some force to carry the 
election, or else thie Republican party would be beaten more 
atthe general election. 

* Question. Did he (Judge Layton) sa¥ that he believed 
that there had not been a fair clection at the litde election, 
and that it would be necessary to resort to any extrancous 
means at the general cicction in order to secure a fair elec- 
tions 

“ Answer. He did not. He gave no reason further than 
that they were beaten. [would say further that he thought 
he was talking to a Republican when he was talking to ae 

-I having becn introduced to him by a Republican friend 
of his. The judge was lettin the dark as to my politics. 
The conversation then ended,” 


I will here remark that Judge Layton is one of 


the most prominent Republicans m our State. 
Certainly, whatever he may have done in life, he 
never voted a Democratic ticket, and never will. 

Mr. President, | have shown you by the testi- 
mony of the mayor of Wilmington, who was sup- 
ported for that office by the Union party so called, 
and who voted the Union ticket at the same elec- 
tion, that the candidate for Congress on the Re- 
publican ticket, a contractor under the General 
Government, and a subsequent appointee to office 
under the General Government, all Republicans, 
on the Sabbath day met in the city of Wilming- 
ton to consult the mayor as to what force he would 
like to have in that city. The mayor was an honest 
man, and he said, ‘* None; there is no need for 
military here;”’ and yet despite his remonstrance 
mington; and, according to the sworn testimony 
of the mayor, their presence there created disor- 
der, and disorder which would not have existed 


they were stationedatevery poll in the city of Wil- 
yt y 


March 25 


if they had not been there. I haye show: 


that this same Colonel MceCoombs anni;.4 . > 
Secretary of War on the Friday imme 

yious to our election, und that he Was z ? = 
own house on the following Sund. . cy : 


Fisher and the other gentlemen to w} 
alluded; and I have shown you t] it M 
himself helped to fill the blank comm ; : 
have shown you by the sworn testimony o¢ 
impeached witnesses that prominent Res 
were heard to say that, having been by 
Democrats at the little clection. it yv 
inorder to carry the general ele tion, t 
not force to preserve the right of the yoter 
force to securé a fair election, be cause eve ay h 
ness who testifies states that the little elk ction: 
four weeks before had been, to an unprecedon.4 
degree, a peaceable and quiet one, but forces 
beat the Democrats. And yet men have th 
frontery, ay, sir, the audacity, when wi 
plain against these outrages, either to der Vv them 
or to justify them. Sir, some men would jy 
the war of Lucifer against the Almighty God 
hurled him to the bottomless pit, if ther: apr 
could profit. 5 
Now, Mr. President, [ wish to show you y 





T 
' 7 4 , , ‘ 

amon that branch of the subject that the 
of Mr. Stanton was attached to these e- Mise 
sions. On page 93 will be found the testimony 
’ ’ 


of John C. Hazzard, a provost marshal, a Reny 
lican. There was nota Democrat in all the Star 
of Delaware fit to be intrusted with a proyog 
marshalship on that day. I will read a por: 
of his testimony: 

* Question. Were you provost marshal on the day of | 
last general election? ; 

* dAuswer. Yes, sir. 

* Question. From whom did you receive your eo, 
sion as provost marshal? 

Answer. Edwiu M. Stanton, Secretary of War.” 


* * * * * + * + * * 


Ws 


Question. By whom was this commission delivered to 
you? 

‘“Auswer. By Jolin D. Roducey.”? 

A Republican. 

6 Question. On what day? 

“ duswer. On the 2d day of November. 

Question. Was the 2d of November the Sabbat 

“Answer. I believe it was.’? ° * ' ‘8 

* Question. Did you believe then, or do you beliey 
that there was greater necessity for the military to pres 
order at the polls than had existed at previous e| 

“ Ansicer. Ll cannot say that [do or did. I wi t 
the soldiers or military were not there by request ors 
ation of mine made to any person.”’ 

He was ashamed of it after the thing was 
that he had been engaged in the dirty work. 

I will now read from the testimony of Ri 
Hazzard, on page 17, another one of these be 
tiful specimens of provost marshals, who 
proved here drove the voters away from the polls 
and would not allow them to vote: 

‘Question. When did you receive your commission as 
provost marshal? 

‘Answer. Ou Sundoy evening.”’ 

On Sunday a special train flew up to Wilming- 
ton, the commissions were filled up, and then the 
train flew back again and messengers were sent 
out and were engaged all Sunday night in riding 


about to deliver Secretary Stanton’s commissions 


to persons that he never heard of or knew any- 
thing about, but men whose names were inserted 
in the blank commissions by George P. Fisher, 
Republican candidate for Congress, and James 
R, Lofland, now a paymaster in the Army; snd 
yet you would believe from the Secretary 8 com 


munications to the Senate that he was a most 
wonderful military man, and would soo? | 
down this rebellion by sending men into thefe 


to fight an open enemy in the field. Mr. Haz- 

zard says his commission was from the Wat De- 

partment, and signed by E. M. Stanton. 
Here is the testimony of Garrett 5. Layton, 

another provost marshal, on page 18: 
“ Question. When did you receive your comimiss™ 


* Answer. On Sunday night. : 
“ Question. Do you know by what means it We em 


veyed to you? trond 


he jjroa 
“ Answer. I was told a gentleman on the MH 


brought it. } 
* Question. From whom did you receive yours 
sion? acide 
“ Answer. From the Sceretary of War, ©. M. Stant 


e] tt 


A number of witnesses swore that te co) 
sions were filled up some by George F. FR 
and some by James R. Lofland. 58. W. Lace} 
on page 168, testifies: 

* Question. By whom were you appointed ? + ML Stan 

“ Answer. I suppose I was appointed by Edwin ™. 


( 
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Vill you allow me to see it? 


4 er. Yes, sit 
s sents the commission.) 
‘Were there any orders accompanying the 
er. Yes, Sif. 


resents the orders.] 
"Will you please to look at the handwriting 
{eve commission Was filled up, and also the hand 


which these orders were niade out, and tell me 
7 er yo i; think they are the handwriting of the same 


Lthink they are both the handwriting of James 
el ae a * * * * ~ 


1 ofland.”’ 


: a a tness presents the commission, which is as fol- 


‘ War DEPARTMENT, 

«“ Wasuineton Crty, D. C., November 1, 1862. 
. You are hereby appointed special provost marshal 
rairimere bundred, Delaware, under General Orders 

“com this Departnent. Immediately on receipt 
N ease to communicate to this Department, through 
' st Marshal General, your acceptance or non-ac 
iwith your letter ol acceptance return the oath 
josed, properly filled up, subseribed, and at 





all 


« Your headquarters will be at Tunnell’s store, and you 
ke such irrangements,when absenton duty, that any 
ition trom this Department may reach you with- 


us. 


~~ “EDWIN M. STANTON, 
** Secretary of War. 
‘S,mMUEL W. Lacy.’’} 
Here is proof that your Secretary of War was 
dine out blank commissions and orders to per- 


seni ° 
congof whom he knew nothing. He did notknow 
what was to be putin them, but he left it all to the 


lidate for Congress on the Republican ticket 
asubsequent appointee under himself to fill 

commissions and orders with whatever 
ons es they pleased. ATI this was done * to pre- 
serve the purity of elections,’’ ** to preserve the 
Union and the constitutional rights of the peo- 
le,” and to give the people ‘*a fair election!” 
Bard n me, Sir, for saying that confidence is not 


anu 


only a plant of slow growth in aged bosoms, but 
in young bosoms also in these days. 


William H. Taylor, page 297, testifies: 

“Question. From whom did you receive your commis- 
sion as provost marshal? 

“dnswer. [twas signed by the Secretary of War, Edwin 
M. Stanton.” 





He swears that he received his commission on 

Sunday evening immediately preceding the elec- 
and they ail swear to the same elfect. 

William Ellegood, provost marshal of the town 
owhich [ live, testifies, on page 69: 

“Question. From whom and when did you receive your 
1 as provost marshal? 

er. Edwin M. Stanton, Seeretary of War. My 

commission Was dated the Ist day of November; it was 
received on the 2d day of November.”? 


>t 


Mr. President, I shall not trespass on the pa- 
tience of the Senate to go through any more of 
the testimony of these provost marshals te show 
that they did get their commissions in blank from 
Mr. Stanton, and that they were filled up by the 
Republican candidate for Congress, because I 
have shown you enough, and certainly nobody 
will dispute the veracity of these Repubfican pro- 
vost marshals. ‘They will certainly be believed 
by Mr. Stanton. 

Un the Monday previous to our election of 
Tw sday,an unusual sight was seen in the little, 
quiet, peaceful village of Seaford, a town in the 

ity inwhich | reside. A steamboat arrived 
ails wharf loaded with armed men headed by a 
major general of the United States, a man who in 
‘ormer wars with the public enemies of his coun- 
ry hadshown great bravery, and who had a rep- 
“ation that a military man might be proud of, 
‘ut who in his last days was humiliated by or- 
‘ers, a8 | assume, from the War Department, to 
wvade a quiet little town of some six hundred 
inhabitants at the head of armed men to be pres- 


e 


the military in that town the nextday? No,sir; 


but “ls major general of the United States admit- 
3 t, as I shall prove to you, when appealed to to 
orwe the voters there to have a fair election, that 
had ho control over the provost marshals, and 
oat he must confess the truth, he was subject 
__- Provost marshals himself—these Sunday 
> *Ppointees, many of whom are not worthy 
», lolice of any decent man, although some of 
t %, admit, before these times when men’s 
en ntsand senseand hearts become perverted, 
ye had Some respectability of character. 

ask the attention of the Senate now to the 


‘atthe day of election. Had he the ¢ontrolof | 

















diers had already arrived there. 


| loads of soldiers from Baltimore. 


| day I was told by Silas C. 


| settle the question in regard to doubttul voters. 
i 


| out to them. 


page 91 of this book: 

* Question. Will you please to state all you know about 
the arrival of troops at Seaford; when they came, when 
they leit, and what t did while there? 


‘answer. I was told about twelve ck thatsome sol 


| went down there and 


‘ 


sought an interview with Colonel Wallace. I succeeded 
after a while in yr the ¢ nel. My object was to 
know what the soldiers were brought there for. The col 
onel gave me but little satisfaction, but said the soldiers 
were not brought there to prevent the Democrats from vot 


ing. Tlearned throughthe colonel that General Wool was 
on his way.up the Nanticoke river with two or three boat 
When the boat arrived 


} at Seaford I made an effort to go on board to havean inter 


view with the general. Colonel Wallace told me the gen 
eral was engaged and IT could not see himthen. After a 


While the general came ashore, escorted by a number of 


| citizens of Sussex county, who, [afterwards learned, were 


the provost, marshals ofthe different hundreds of the county. 
The general, with the provost marshals, wentto Mr. Cc ul 
born’s hotel at Seaforde Then I, with Dr. MeFerran and 
Captain Wright, again endeavored to obtain an interview. 
Dr. MeFerran and | succeeded in getting into the room 
Where he was, surrounded with military officers and the 
provost marshals. When the provost marshals discovered 
we were in the room several of them arose and by their 
manners showed that they considered our entrance an in 
trusion, upon which we left the room. Mr. Coulborn 


then invited us into another room, where we were joined 


by a nuinber of other gentlemen belonging to the Demo 
cratic party. Our object in meeting was to consult as to 
the best means of obtaining an interview with the general, 


| and our only object in seeking such an interview was to 


ascertain Whether we could have a fair election. After 
consulting together for some time I finally proposed to ad 


| dress a letter tothe general, reminding him of having spent 


} an evening with him, about the year Le52 or 1853, at the 


St. Nicholas Hotel in New York. All of the gentlemen 
present approve lof my I accordingly wrote 
such a letter, and stated that | and others had been denied 
adinittance into his room that evening, but of course with 


proposition, 
i 


going out of town singing the song of ‘John Brown’ssoul 
is marching on.? L then proposed to go home, and told 
my Democratic friends that an interview with the general 
Was unnecessary, as [ considered the misehief then done. 
The gentlemen present insisted on my remaining, which 
1 did until eleven o’clock, at which time General Wool 
enme to the room. I introduced him to all present, and 
then asked him the object of bringing the soldiers to Del 
aware. I do not recollect his answer, except that it was 
his wish that we should have a fair election. The next 
Winright and others that Mr. 


Hazzard, the provost marshal, would not allow certain 
persons to go to the window to vote. [took Winright down 
to General Wool’s room, | on entering asked the general 


if he did not assure me we should havea fair election. He 
said he did. Ttold himthat I lad been informed that the 
provost marshal had coustituted himself both inspector and 
judge of the election, and that [ considered the election au 
unfair one. told the genera! that | wished he would in 
struct the provost marshal to let the judges of the election 
He said he 
could notdo it. Lasked him why—if he appointed him he 
could instruct him as to his duty. Ue said he did net ap 
pointhim; that he had been appointed either by the Presi 
dent or the Secretary of War, and that he had no control 
overhim. ‘ Indecd,’ said he, * if ] must confess, so tar from 
thosmsovost marshal being under my control, Iam, for the 
time belies, rather under hi Upon which T apologized 
for having © terrupted him, and left the room.”’ 

General Wool was subject to these provost 
marshals of Sunday midnight appointment. 

Now, Mr. President, was there violence at the 
election? I will invite your attention to the tes- 
timony of Joseph Marvel, page 201; and L wish 
itunderstood that all this testimony was under 
oath: 

6 Question. Where were you on the 4th day of Novem 
ber last? 

“ Answer. [left my home for the election ground in 
Dagsborougli hundred, I suppose about nine o’clock in the 


morning. 
** Question. When you arrived there did you see any 


thing unusual or different from what you had ever seen 


there before? 

“ Answer. Yes, sir. We arrived, about fourteen of us, 
ina wagon. We saw about forty soldiers there. They 
had bayonets in their hands. We had not got within one 
hundred yards of the place where they deposit the votes 
when the soldiers came running at us in two lines. They 
said to us, ‘Give up the wagon and flag!’ We did so. 
We had no contention. The boys handed the flag right 
A number of them, I do not know how 
many, jumped on it and stripped it from the pole ; some of 
the others caught hold of our mules hitched to the wagon, 
some others caught hold of four of our men and took them 
down to the place near where we voted, their headquar 
ters | suppose, and put them in there. After they put our 
men in there, they wentin and loaded their guns. Lsaw one 
of them walking in the crowd having his gun, with a cap 
on it, already cocked and ready for shooting. I did not 
know what he was going tu do, I slipped up and voted in 


| outhis Knowledge, tor no other reason, as [ considered, 
than that of being Democrats. ‘The letter was sent in by 
| the landlord, John L. Coulborn. As soon as the general 
received it he came out of the room into the passage and 
sent forme. Ue projessed to recognize me and to be glad 
to sce me, but said that he was then very much engaged 
and would see me again inaiew minutes. ‘This was about 
half past five or six o’clock in the afternoon. 
“7 waited impatiently until ten o’clock at night. About 
thattime Ff was asked. being hard of hearing, if Ll heard that? 
[replied *No, what is it?? [was told the soldiers were | 
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[received my commission through } testimony of ex-Governor Ross of our State on 


| 


ahurry. IT believe some of our party ran clear home. One 
of them ran or watked about six miles, ft ‘ Another 
ran about two miles, so they anid Peo} Kept ’ 
me and telling me that ] wasthe owner of t way , and 
had better leave Lthen wentto Georgetown iremained 
all night and until ning o'clock next morning. Tthought 
iff went home they ight come there alter me, and it 
would make a big fus 

* Question. Did you learn the cause which induced the 
oldiers to take your wagon and arrest the men 

‘ 4Answer. [have heard causes, but Ido not know whether 
they were so or not The idiers dw lad nh 


flag. Jncob Moore” 


Na Democrat 
and refused to vote for the resolution in the Dem 
ocratic convention of our State to unite with the 
Douglas men; but now he is one of the best Union- 
savers in all the land in his way of saving it, by 
voting the Republican ticket with the expectation 
of personal profit thereby— 


He was once a flaming Breckinridg 


** Jacob Moore helped to contribute money for the flag; 
also myself and the present sheriff, Aaron B. Marvel, it 
was made six years ago and more. Jacob Moore is a law 
yer in Georgetown, and at that time belonged to the Dem 
veratic party. He now belongs to what some call the Re 
publican party.” 


There is a case of violence for you, sir. IT shall 
now quote from the testimony of Peter Martin, 
page 49. Speaking of what occurred on the day 
of election in Georgetown, he said: 


* Question. Were any persons there so much intimidated 
as to be induced to leave the election ground ? 

‘Answer. Yes, sir. 

** Question. Please state who they were. 

* Answer. Kendall Wingate, James Wingate, George 
Pepper, Alfred Kollock, myself, Coulter Hart, Dutton Hart, 
and Peter Pepper, who are all | remember. 

** Question. Do you say that all these persons were in 
duced by intimidation, on account of the presence of the 
soldiers, to leave the election ground sooner than they 
would otherwise have done? 

7 re Ins: ‘cr. Yes, Sir. 

Question. Where did they go? 

“inswer. ‘To the swamp. 

* Question. Did they all go together, or in different diree- 
tions 

“Answer. I believe they all did not start together, but we 
all, except two, got together that afternoon,.”’ 

oJ * * 


* . * . * * * 


**Question. Had any persons been arrested that day? 

‘* Answer. Yes, sir. 

* Question. Who had been arrested ? 

“Answer. Alfred Hart, Oliver Greenly, and Peter Hart.” 


They all happened to be Democrats. 
them were sitting at the hotel porch quietly talk- 
ing to themselves. This occurred in the town in 
which | live. I know what occurred in thattown 
on that day. I know that Democrats were in- 
timidated; buta Republican could go up to a Dem- 
ocrat talking to a doubtful voter and command 
him to be silent, and he had to obey. They were 
not free to act on that occasion. 


‘Question. Do you know the polities of these parties? 
“Answer. Yes, sir; they were sound Democrats, all of 
them.”’ 


To show you the conductof the soldiers onthat 
day—they were put up to it by others; of course 


they did not know these men; they were told to 


do it and they obeyed orders—I will read another 


extract from Martin’s testimony. He states that 
he was driven from the ground through fear; that 
he had been told he would be arrest d: 


ss Question. 
to arrest you? 

‘Answer. Yes, sir. 

* Question. When, and by whom ? 

“ Answer. On the day of election. Istarted home as soon 
as I heard the news that they were going to arrest me. I 
got about three hundred yards of home and looked back 
and saw seven or eight soldiers, with Adolphus Ewing 
ahead of them, ragning their horses. | jumped into the 
ditch and remained there until | saw where they were go 
ing. I did not know whether they were going to my house 
or down into Dagsborough hundred, until lb saw them torn 
into our gate. IT then started for the swamp 1 looked 
around and saw two of them ride up ihrough the yard; one 
of them stopped at the bedroom door and the other at the 
cook-louse door, | could not see the others, as they were 
on the front side of the house. 

** Question. Have you since learned what they said or did 
while there that morning ? 

‘“.4nswer. Yes, sir. ‘Those who wentup in front jumped 
off their horses, started into the howse, Adolphus Ewis 


Was there any attempt subsequently made 


u 
~ 


being ahead of them. My wife met them at the door, and 
told them that Adolphus Ewing could not come ing that 
they were welcome tocomein. They inquired it Mr. Mar 
tin was athome. She told them no, sir. They said they 


were ordered by the commander to come out there Lo arrest 
him, and to do whatever Adolphus Ewing told them to do.” 


He is a man who keeps a hotel in the town in 
which I live. 

“* My wife told them that they were welcome to search 
the house; they did so, went up stairs and searched every 
room above, she said, and below, went to the smoke house, 
went to the insane apartments, and through the rooms of 
the poor, back to the house.” 


‘Two of 
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Lie was the overseer of our almshouse. 


My wife invited th 
tak nething to drink 
asked thet to ake sone 


; they said they would. She then 
dinner; they said they would; she 
told Uiem to take seats 5 they said no, they would stand up 
ind eat. They ate their dinners and went into the sitting 
roo. 


must not think hard of them; it was that damned rascal 
that stands at the gate who was the cause of their coming 
Adolphus Ewing let my wife know he would have her ar 
rested, 
out there to arrest ladies.”’ 


And yet there was no intimidation, no inter- 
ference with the freedom of election! 
acts were done that there might be a free and fair 
election! 

Curtis W. Jacobs, on page 205, testifies as fol- 
lows: 


* Question. The Governor of this State, in giving in his 
testimony to this committee, stated, insubstance, thatone || 
reason for his asking that soldiers should be stationed at || 
the polls on the day of the last general election in this State 


was that he had been informed by a number of reliable per 
sous in Baltimore and other hundreds, that a number ot se 
cessionists trom Maryland, amounting to fifteen or twenty, 
to be headed by Curtis W. Jacobs, had entered into ar 
rangements with the Democrats in Delaware to take pos 
session of the polls in Baltimore hundred, and prevent 
Union men from voting, I ask you, sir, whether this state 
ment was true, or whether there was the shadow of toun 
dation for such a statement. 

* Answer. The whole statement, sir, so far as it applies 
to mysell, or any one else of my Knowledge, is false in toto ; 
false in its coneeption and in all of its details. IL never 
conterred with any man in Maryland or Delaware with 
the view of doing what the Governor of this State has 
ulleged I intended to do.” 


Mr. Jacobs then goes on to state that on the 
day previous to our election, being a large land- 
holder in our State, though living in Worcester 
county, Maryland, he went down to visit some of 
his farms, and the next day he returned from his 
farm to see two men at the election. 1 will read 
from his testimony: 


‘* | bad scarcely got upon the ground when the licutenant 
told me, ‘ You must leave or you will be arrested.’ He 
granted, however, that ] could see the two men on busi 
ness, and take them off the ground. 
the provost marshal, Samuel W. Lacey, came up, and 
told me I should Jeave at onte, or be arrested, which I did 
in company with the two men aforesaid. When atthe dis 
tance of between two and three hundred yards from the 
voting place, and out of view of it, the lieutenant—Wal 
ters, [think his name was—with a number of cavalry, over- 
took me, and arrested me. 

‘“ Walters was a lieutenant of the thirteenth Pennsyl- 
vanla cavalry, stationed at Baltimore. This was about ten 
o’elock in the day. [was confined in an old storehouse 
from then until half past four o’clock in the afternoon. I 
requested to know of the provost marshal for what I was 
arrested. He gave me nosatisfactory answer, but intimated 


at different fimes in the dey that the charges against me were | 


quite serious, and that there would have to be a thorough 
investigation of my case, when [ might possibly be re 
leased at the close of the polls, or sent on to General Wool 
in Bakimore.” 


Curtis W. Jacobs is a very wealthy and a very 
intelligent man, and this provost marshal is one of 
the most insignificant creatures that ever crawled 


on the face of the earth, with no social position | 
I suppose he | 


or anything else worth having. 
thought it was something grand for him to arrest 
a gentleman, and probably that was the reason. 

*T asked him to confront me with the witnesses or per 


sons who had made any charges against me, which he de 
clined. 


He then goes on to testify that they arrested 
Mr. Jamesand locked himup. All Mr. James, as 
he swears himself, did on thatoccasion was, when 
he saw Jacobs arrested, who was in the habit of 


staying in his house, not knowing that this fel- | 
low had been appointed provost marshal the Sun- || 
day night before, to tell him that he had no right | 


to arrest Mr. Jacobs, whereupon they arrested 
him and locked him up. They arrested several 
others also at the same place on the election ground 


for no other cause than that they were Demo- | 


crats, and to intuumidate all those who would not 
vote the black Republican, abolition, disunion 
ticket. 


I will now read from the testimony of Isaac | 


Giles, pages 172 and 185. Mr. Giles is one of 
the most intelligent gentlemen that reside in the 
county in which I live,a man of high standing in 
that county, and who is to be believed in what- 
ever he says: 

“On arriving at Laurel on the morping of the election, I 
saw the soldiers parading the streets, and while I was yet 
in my carriage [ saw them rush into a store and drag outa 
man. I heard the captain say to the men, ‘Take him to 
the guard-house.’ They took him down the strect. 


The lieutenant told my wife that he did not want | 
to arrest me; that they had nothing against me; that she | 


The soldiers told him no; that they did not come | 


All these | 


| Vis came up to vote. 


While in that act, | 


| polls; some left the polls without voting, 
candidate for the Legislature had a bayonet | 


I never heard any charge against me up to the | 
time of my arrest, and had no suspicion that they intended | 
to arrest ine; nor do | now kuow for what I was arrested.” | 


1 did 1 
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; not see what they did with him. 
min, and asked them if theg would 


I then went down to the 
house where the election was held, the election not being 
then open. Shortly afterwards Captain Waikins came 
down with a squad of soldiers, said to be forty or fifty. He 
went up to the house where the votes were received, and 
ordered the people to fall back, or rather pressed them back, 
and formed a square probably thirty by fifty feet in front of 


the window, and ordered all persons outside of the square. 


He then made a speech.”’ 


These fellows become orators and statesmen 
and everything else after you take them and give 
them a little brief authority and tell them to go 
and oppress Democrats. 1 speak of such of them 
as would be guilty of such dirty deeds. Idonot 


| apply it to the officers or men generally, for | 
hope there are very few of them who would luke | 


to be engaged in such dirty work. 


. ! 
“ He then made a speech in which he said there was to | 
| be no intimidation, and that they must take care how they 
talked; that their thoughts belonged to themselves, but | 


their words and actions belonged to the Government.” 


That is called a free clection, and itis said there 
was no intimidation! 


In another part of his testimony thisgentleman, | 


who was one of the judges of the election, says: 

Shortly after that a man by the name of James L. Da 
Jeing an Englishman, I demanded 
his naturalization papers, or proof thereof. The captain 
came up shortly afterwards and asked me what the conten- 
tion was. I told him that the man was a foreigner, and I 


l| demanded his naturalization papers or proof of his naturali- 


zation. He says, ‘ You require impossibilities.’ He then 
said to the inspector, ‘ Take the vote, or I will smash the 


| ballot-boxes and the whole damned concern.’ ”’ 


And yetit is said there was no interference with | 


the freedom of election! All this was done to 
preserve the Union! Sir, it is one of the most 
vital stabs that could be made at the Union, and 
those who are guilty of such conduct or counte- 
nance it are the basest traitors that ever lived. 


At the polls of one election district for some || 
two hours a Democrat was notallowed toapproach | 


the poll; but Republicans could vote when they 
pleased. 
mony; and if it were not that I do not wish to 
trespass too long on the patience of the Senate I 
would read the proof at large. 


whoever they pleased to vote. They could go 
through the line which was formed of the sol- 
diers or they could pass across it, but no Demo- 
erat for some two hours was allowed to vote. 
Some who went up were forcibly driven from the 


The 


scratching his flesh. ‘This was all done to have 


| a fair election! 


The next witness that I will call to the stand 


| is Henry Ridgely, son of the former Senator from 
| our State, himself the president of the Farmers’ 


Bank of the State, and whose word will be be- 
lieved anywhere where he is known without his 


oath; but under oath, on page 182, he declared in | 


reply to the question: 


make these several charges of which you speak?””— 


In the town of Dover they charged with bay- | 


onets upon the citizens on several occasions— 


“Answer. The cause of the first charge, as I understood, 
was from avery unprovoked attack ot Mr. George P. Fisher 
(the same who filled up Stantoa’s blank commissions) on 
Mr. Joseph Wicks, both of this place. 
second charge I did not know. I heard of it afterwards, 
but cannot speak of my own knowledge. 


** Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necessity | 
for the presence of soldiers at the polls in Dover on that | 
day in order to preserve the public peace and to insure a | 


quiet election? 
“answer. No, sir; not the sliglitest necessity. 


Question. Did there appear to be much intimidation | 


among the voters at the polls on that day; and if so, what 


political party seemed to be most intimidated ? 


“Answer. In my opinion there was intimidation that day 


; On the part of the Democratic voters. 


Question. Do you think that intimidation was sufficient 
to make a difference in the result of the vote on that day, 
and if so, to what extent? 


1} 
“Answer. I think it did make a difference in the result | 


of the vote, and in favor of the Republican party. I cannot 
say to what extent. 

* Question. Have you not been an active Democrat fora 
number of vears and in the confidence of the Democratic 
party, Kuowing all its principal plans and opérations in con- 
ducting campaigns ? 

‘Answer. Generally speaking, I have, I believe, sir. 

* Question. Did you ever hear of a purpose, or an inten- 
tion, or a desire, on the part of any Democrat to interfere 
with the polls at the last election, so as to prevent a fair 
election? 


* Ansus’. No,sir. There seemed to be a strong desire, on 


|| the contre.y, that everything should pass off peaceably and | 
quietly.”’ 


Every prominent Democrat who was examined 


| tribute to such a result, the election shou! 


| who lives in East Dover hundred, and who bel ngs t 


That is all proved in this sworn testi- | 


Men who had || 


ribbons in their coats could carry upto the polls | 





The cause of the | 





| and cannot say what occasioned most of the trousie, 


| political parties; and if so, with which? 


| with the Republican party, because the Democrats, 
"as heard any expression, were hostile to their b ne 





eee 


: March 25, 


by the investigating committee co; firms De 
Lidgely’s statement as to the earnest wis! ah ~ 
members of the Democratie party throurh ze 
State that the election should be a fair ond toa 
able one.. They were determined to aa 

despotic and tyrannical Administration a, | ie 
unprincipled minions no pretext of justifica: 
for interfering with the constitutional rights or 4, 
pa or for disturbing the peace of the Stat pe 
rence there was a general understanding i 
the Democrats throughout the State that so fare 


the party of which they were members could con 


d be free, 


fair, equal, and peaceful. 


* Question. Do you know anything else bearing upon 
subject of this investigation? If so, please state jt, mn the 

“Answer. I was particularly struck on the ¢ lectior " 
with the remarkable good order observed by the resident 
and voters of East Dover hundred. The MOSt troubleca 
and disorderly men in the town on that day wer, . 
dressed in the uniform of United States soldiers. ane 
to belong to the fourth Delaware regiment. They Sennen 
to be nearly all drunk, cursing and swearing, and threat. ; 
ing almost every One they met. They made frequent 
tacks upon the peaceable citizens of the place, and eae 
slightest effort was made, that I could see, to keep the a 
order by the Maryland home guards, who were in the 
that day. One case, in particular, came under my ow 
mediate notice. A man came running near w a 
court-house pavement pursued by another dressed jp yh. 
uniform of a soldier. The man who first came near me 
seemed very much frightened, while the soldier was eyr 
ing and swearing. I stepped in front of the soldier and 
asked him what he meant by pursuing that man. 4 
he wanted to kill the damned secessionist. [asked bimif 
he knew the man was a secessionist. He said ‘no; and 
he did not care.’ I believe I only recollect see ing one y . 


Ome 


thep 


Lown 


im 








He said 


to the 
Democratic party, and who was drunk and at al) tr 


ae uble- 
some, and he was soon carried off. 


Sir, we all know that when soldiers are broueht 
on the election ground through the agency of the 
members of one political party, the understanding 

. 5 


| of the whole community is that they are brought 


there to aid that political party in the eleetion, and 
that the very presence of the soldiers, evenif they 
did not touch a single individual on the occasion, 
of itself would make a vast difference in the re- 
sult of an election. The people not being used to 
such scenes, and to be confronted in the exercise 
of their peaceful rights by armed men, would ne- 
cessarily be intimidated; and I have no doubt 
if no man had been assaulted, and if no man had 
been forcibly prevented from voting on that day, 
the difference would have amounted to hundreds 
in the aggregate vote of the State, because timid 
men would be afraid to exercise their influence or 


the 
buds 
nad 


| their persuasion in order to benefit their party 


I now call upon the stand a gentleman known 
to all of you, Senators; a gentleman who was a 
sociated with you inthis body; a gentleman who 
through all his life has voted against the Demo- 
cratic party until the last two elections I believe, 
I refer to Hon. Joseph P. Comegys, late a Sena- 
tor in this body, whose testimony will be found 


|| on page 222: 
** What was the occasion which induced the soldiers to || 


* Question. Mr. Comegys, were you present at the elet- 


|) tion in this town on the 4th of November last! 


« Answer. Yes. 

‘* Question. Did you see anything unusual and different 
from what you had ever seen before, at or near the polls 
that day? If so, state what it was. 

“ Answer. Idid. Isaw amilitary force atdifferentumes 
during thie day, sometimes at and at other times near the 
polls. They were armed with muskets and fixed bayonets. 

“Question. Did you see them make a charge upon any 
of the citizens of the town or hundred? 

“Answer. I did, on two occasions, see them make & 
charge upon the people at and about the polls, near) all 
of whom I believe were citizens of the town and hundred 

‘ Question. Was there, in your judgment, any necestlly 
for either of those charges? 

“ Answer. Noue, whatever. 

“ Question. Did not the soldiers themselves, or Ht” 
presence, occasion most of the difficulty and trouble whit 
occurred around the polls? eee 

“Answer. 1 was not at the polis often during the @%}) 


thelr 





know that their presence excited a great deal of com 
and bad feeling; I think there was an unusual degree 

the latter on that day. The only difficulty | saw a 0 
polls, independent of the usual contest of words on SUS 
occasions, was when the person in command of the mr 


| tary-attempted to induce the officers of the election © & 
| ceive a vote, which they afterwards rejected; 10 ape 
| here about difficulty, | did not intend to include the cha’ 

| of bayonets of which [ have before spoken ; at Lie GIT” 


. ake here was 
the attempt to have the vote referged to taken, te whe 
considerable difficulty, though, as [ recollect, no act ® 
lence.”’ * * “* * * * ° 

** Question. So far as your observation went, 
think the soldiers were acting in concert wilh ither 0) 


did you 
we 


ing in concert 
eo (af 


s here, 


“ Answer. I considered they were act 


and they were under the command, as the officer 
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